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N an inſtant all was filent; and thoſe 


oudeſt, were now, if poſſible, more ſtill 
han the others. Mrs. Steward then ſeat- 


ng herſelf began, with ſaying; Jam ex- 


remely concerned, ladi:s, to learn by 
Miſs Starch, that —— Here ſhe was inter- 
upted by the confuſed clamour of twenty 
vices all at once exclaiming, I am ſure, 
Madam, I ſhould not have done it, if the 
eſt of the ladies had not choſen it. And, 
am ſure 7 ſhould not, only 1 thought 
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who the moment before had been the 
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* ANECDOTES of a 
when the others did, it would look proud 


in me to be particular; but I am ſure all 


the other ladies were as bad as I. She 
then demanded filence, and proceeded, ſay- 


ing, This mutual accuſation of each other, 


in my opinion, by no mean clears or 
juſtifies any of you: on the contrary, it 
convinces me of your guilt, and ſhews 
that you all fee/ yourſelves deſerving of 
puniſhment, in thus eagerly ſeeking to 
avoid it, by caſting the blame on others. 
However, as at preſent, I am not come 
to puniſh, but to talk with you, I muſt 
inſiſt upon a little more order being ob- 
ſerved. I can hear but one perſon ſpeak 
at a time, and therefore ſhall look upon 
it as a very great rudeneſs if | am diſturbed 
any more by ſeveral attempting to ſpeak 
at once. I am very willing to hear what 
every one has to ſay in her defence, but 
then it muſt be by one at a time. Who- 
ever therefore is willing to acquaint me 
With the whole truth of what has paſlcd, 
with, and about the Gipſy, begin, and 
J will patiently liſten to what you have 
i... : 

Here Mrs. Steward pauſed, and her 
ſcholars all continued filent, none of the 
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guilty ones chooſing to be the ſpeaker 
upon ſuch conditions; and all the inno- 
cent, fearing they had be thought ill - 
natured if they told the hiſtory. On find- 
ing none of them come forward, Mrs. 
Steward addreſſed herſelf to Miſs Lid, 5 
and ſaid, ] have upon every cecafion 
hitherto, Miſs Lid, always found you 
one whoſe veracity may be ſtrictly de- 
pended upon: in the preſent inſtance 
therefore, I doubt not but you will care - 
fully maintain the ſame character, and. 
whether you are conſcious of guilt or not, 
ingenuouſly relate to me every circums, 1 
ſtance re ſpecting opening the window, and 
! 


talking with the Gipſy, without con- 15 ; 
cealing any part, either through appre-= a 
he ſion or partiality; an honeſt con- 1 
feſſion, you know, N be moſt likely to jj 111.00 


procure pardon, and the only courſe to 


engage my eſteem. 
Miſs Lloyd then- came e nad 
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ſaid, I hope, Madam, when thus called 10h 
upon by you, what I am going to relate it i 
will not by the young ladies be thought [4/41 
to proceed from any degree of ill- nature 10 
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4  -ANECDOTES:#. 
own innocence; for had you not com- 
manded me to ſpeak, I am ſure I ſhould 
have remained filent. However, as you 
defire me to give you the whole account 
of what has paſſed, I am ready to do it 
to the beſt of my abilities; and hope, 
Madam, when you ſhall have heard 4/0 the 
truth, you will not think it neceſſary to 
inflict ſo ſevere a puniſhment as that which 
Miſs Starb threatened. She then began, 


and related the whole affair, not omitting 


a ſingle circumſtance, from the time the 
Giply firſt ſpoke at the window, till Miss 
Starch came and ſent her away: 

As ſoon as ſhe difcontinued ſpeaking 
Mrs. Steward kindly returned her thanks 
for her narrative; commended her for the 
exact manner in which ſhe told it, and 
particularly for the good-humour with 
which the endeavoured to excuſe the faults 
of the ladies in conſulting the Gipſy. She 
then turning to thoſe who were guilty, 
faid, I am forry, my dear children, to find 
any of you pay ſo little regard to what is 
right, as to think of conſulting a Gzþſy to 
know what ſhall beſal you in futurity; as 
if any body could poſſibly tell that, but 
God alone. Indeed, M:dam, ſaid Mits 
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Brownlow, ſhe faid every thing ſhe told us 
would come true, and that Miſs Beauchamp 
will live to repent not believing her. She 
might very poſſibly /ay ſo, replied Mrs. 
Steward, but that no more proves the cer- 
tainty of what ſhe foretold, than her firſt 
ſaying it did; and as for Miſs Beauchamp 
living to repent not believing her, ſhe need 
not be uneaſy upon that account I promiſe 
you: on the contrary, whoever are filly 


enough. to give credit to one word ſhe 


| aſſerted, will, have ſufficient cauſe to re- 
pent of their folly, as they will moſt 
undoubtedly! be diſappointed ;* or ſhould 
any event which ſhe mentioned happen to 
come true, if you allow yourſelves to 
think that it was owing to her having 


foretold it, you will expect all the others 
to prove fo likewiſe, and thus fancy your 


lives and fortunes under the dire&tion of a 
vagrant Gipſy, inſtead of under the 
guidance of God; than which a. greater 
| affront can ſcarcely be offered to his divine 
Majeſty: for it is not only contrary to 
his poſitive command to conſult ſuch 


people, but alſo an impeachment of his 
holineſs and purity, to ſuppoſe that he 


would honor ſuch wretches with being 
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6 "ANECDOTES of a © 
the publiſhers of his future deſigns. But 
why, Madam, interrupted Miſs Ord, do 
you call them wretches 2 l thought it was 
very wrong to abuſe any body becauſe 
they are poor. 2} 82 

To offer the ſmalleſt ſlight to any one, 


replied Mrs. Steward, on account of their 


poverty would be extremely culpable ; but 
the reaſon why I made uſe of that rather 
harſh epithet, was on account of their 
idle, thieving manner of living, ſo di. 
rectly contrary to all laws, both human 


_ and divine; conſequently, ſo very far 


from what we can ſuppoſe the Almighty 
would employ as his prophets; and ſuch 
they muſt be if they can foretel future 
events; ſince none but God, and thoſe 
commiſſioned by him, can poſſibly do 
that. The ſcriptures, my dear children, 
are the only rule we have to direct us 1n 
our duty, or make known to us the will 
of the Almighty ; and, by them we not 


only learn, that thoſe whom God ap- 


pointed to declare what was to happen in 
future, were always perſons of the ſtricteſt 
piety and goodneſs, but alſo his utter ab- 
horrence of all ſuch þretenders to hidden 
knowledge; inſomuch, that he poſitively 
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commanded, that his people Should: not 
ſuffer a witch to luve. That is, a perſon 
who pretended to ſupernatural powers, 
and to be informed of hidden events 4d 
ſome peculiar ſecret arts poſſeſſed by 
themſelves, though unknown to the reit 
of the world; which is the identical ſame 
crime the Gipſies of our time practice. 
God not only. thus commanded puniſh- 
ment to be inflicted on the perſons who 
pretended to poſſeſs ſuch marvellous wiſ- 
dom, but alſo ſeverely threatened all thoſe 
who ſhould ſeek to them for information, 
as you will clearly fce in the twentieth 
chapter of Leviticus, where God ſays, ⁊t 
the ſixth verſe, ©* And the ſoul that turneth 
after ſuch as have familiar ſpirits, and 
after wizards, I will ſet my face againſt 
that foul, and will cut him off from 
amongſt his people.” That is, from all 


thoſe bleſſings promiſed to the [jrarlites. 
And again, at the twenty- na verſe 
he ſays, A man alſo or woman that 
hath a familiar ſpirit, or that is a wizard, 
1hall ſurely be put to death; they ſhall 
| ſtone them with ſtones : their blood ſhall 
be upon them.“ 
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Are the Gipfies then ever put to death? mon 
*Enquired Miſs Beauchamp. To which moi 
Mrs. Steward replied, the belief in their! like! 
ſupernatural knowledge has for ſo many I of g. 
years been exploded, except by ſome few] to c 
of the very weake/z of people, that I believe Bellic 
we have no laws at preſent in force to it ev 
-puniſh them for their fortune-telling, as parti 
they call it; though it would be better deſti 
perhaps if we had, as thoſe who are now freq 
abſurd enough to attend to them, would I peop 
be effectually prevented from giving coun- ¶ wou 
tenance to ſo wicked a cuſtom. However, them 
though the laws of our land may be He 
'filent on this ſubject, ſtill thoſe of. God Chri/ 
are clear and expreſs againſt it. And we but. 
0 may aſſure ourſelves that it is a thing moſt ¶ every 
| diſpleaſing in his ſight, to give any en- to c. 
? - couragement to, or place any confidence I parti: 
in what they ſay. For do but, my dears, they 
conſult your own reaſons, and think whe- ev-at 
ther it is probable that the Almighty, who and 
Has all men and angels at his command, I} apoſt 
ſhould make uſe of ſuch people to publiſh be on 
His will to the world: people who, too is it 
indolent to maintain themſelves by honeſt 1s to 
induſtry, live only by plunder, begging,  cannc 
and perſuading filly people to give them truly 
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money to hear their fortunes, as you have 


mo't of you done this morning. Is it 


likely, I ſay, that a God of wi/dam, a Got 

| 3 7 ö 1 od 
of goodneſs, ſhould chuſe ſuch inſtruments 
to declare his intentions to mankind ? 


Beſide, fince the world began, when was 


it ever known that he ſo foretold to any 
particular perſon, what was to be their 
deſtiny through life? It is true that he 
frequently ſent his prophets to warn his 
people of the calamities which their tins 


would draw upon them, and to admoniſh 
them to repent before it was too late. 
He alſo foretold by them the birth of 


Chriſt, and the future ſtate of the church; 
but they never were commiſſioned to tell 

every man, woman, or child who choſe 
to conſult them, what ſhould be their 


particular fate through life, or whether 


they ſhould be married or ſingle. Such 
events God has concealed from all men, 


and poſitively declared by one . of his 
apoſtles, that We know not what ſhall. 


be 5 di 
on the morrow.” How ridiculous then 


is it to imagine that we can know what 
is to be our fate for many years! You 


cannot therefore, my dears, think how 
truly concerned J am, that you ſhould 
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fo _  "ANPBCDBOTES:' FE © 
any of you have been guilty of ſuch folly 
as has marked your conduct this day; but 
I hope it was youthful folly and in liſc etion 
alone which tempted. you to do it; and 
that upon reflecting ſeriouſly upon it, you 
will all have too much ſenſe to ſuffer any 
thing the Gipſy ſaid to dwell upon your 
minds, or give credit to any of her pro- 
. ED) a 
Why, Madam, ſaid Miſs Creedleſs, ſhe 
certainly muſt n more than ene thinks 
for, as the told me, that I ſhould ſoon 
leave ſchool, (which I am to do, you 
know, Madam, after the next holidays,) 
and bow could ſhe pg/bly tell that, unleſs 
ſhe is poſſeſſed of ſome knowledge more 
than one can account for? Cava 
How ! reſumed Mrs. Steward; by you 
beight, by your loo, and by your age, the 
might be pretty ſure ſhe could not be 
greatly out, in ſaying you would ſoon leave 
ſchool: and likewiſe by your dreſs and 
appearance ſhe might juſtly conclude, that 
there was but little likelihood you ſhould 
walk from hence; ſhe th-refore, artfull 
thought to ſtrengthen your faith in her 
predictions, by ſaying, you ſhould be 
fetched home in a carriage; as ſhe concluded, 
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when you found thoſe two events come 
true, you would be led to believe, and 
expect the others to be ſo likewiſe; with- 
out reflecting, that any perſon in the 
world could have given as true a gueſs by 
looking at you. Thus it is they eftabhiſh 


their authority, and from now and then 


happening to gueſs right, make weak and 
filly minds conclude that it was owing to 
ſupernatural wiſdom. Another point which 
they dwell much upon when talking to 


0 is that of by/oands and children, as 


they know in all probability it is moſt 


likely they may marry, and moſt likely 
have children; and then they conclude 
their foreſight. will be applauded, and 
great credit gained to the whole race of 


Gipſies. Several inſtances of this kind in 


the courſe of my life I have been well ac- 
quainted with; one or two of which I 
will relate: nat to confirm your belief in 
them, but to ſhew how events in the 
common courſe of nature may ſometimes 


happen to fall out as the Gipſies or ny 


one has gueſſed at random. 

Many years ago, as I, in company with 
three other young ladies, was taking a 
walk, we were met by a number of Gip- 
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ſies, who immediately accoſted us in their 


uſual manner, by begging firſt, and then 
telling us, if we would croſs their. hand, 
as they called it, with a piece of filver, 
they would tell us our fortunes. One of 
the young ladies whiſpered me, that = 
had a great mind to have her's told; 

which I ſtrongly objected: but the 5 
two ſaid, they ſaw no harm in it; and by 
way of frolic agreed to hear theirs alſo, 
and much wanted to perſuade me to com- 
ply with the joke, but I poſitively re- 
fuſed :. not that I had the leaſt faith in 
what ſhould be ſaid, but © becauſe | 
thought it a very wrong thing to give any 
encouragement to ſuch proceedings. How- 


ever, all I could urge againſt it was to no 


effect, and accordingly they gave the 
money to hear an old woman talk the 
moſt egregious nonſenſe. 
the cuſtomary way, by telling the youug 
lady who firſt applied to her, and who 
gave her a Shilling, that ſhe ſhould have 
a number of ſ/wee!hearts, among whom 
one would be remarkably handſome, and 
fond of her; but that may be ſhe would 
not marry; but if ſhe did, ſhe would 
meet a deal of trouble and vexation, and 


She began in 
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bury. ſome of her children; but notwith=- 
ſtanding that, ſhe ſhould have much en- 
joyment, and many bleſſings. 

Now only ( obſerve, my dears, what 
this fortune was. Sbe even left it doubt- 
ful whether ſhe ſhould , marry. or not; ſo 
that either way her foreſight might not be 
called in queſtion; and then, in general 
terms, told her, ſhe ſhould have many 
vexations, and many: blethngs. And who, 
beg to know, ever paſies through life 
without finding that to be the caſe? 

Therefore in ſaying that, the Gipſy might 
be ſure ſhe ſhould not be miſtaken :- and 
like wiſe with reſpect to burying her chil- 
dren; how few parents do not loſe one or 
more of their. children, either in their 
infancy, or when farther advanced 1n life ? 
In all probability therefore, her predic- 
tion in that reſpect would be fulnlled. 

The next young lady who ſtepped fors 
ward to learn her future fate, was a Miſs 
Frith, whoſe mother was at that time 
confined to her bed with a fever. She 
gave the woman but ſix-pence, which in- 
'antly determined what her fate ſhould 
be; for they always predict either good 
or bad, according as they are p'ieaſed or 
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diſſatisfſied with the ſam given them; of 
which you may all be convinced by «the 
great difference in the fortune which the 


Gipſy told Mits Haſtings and Miſs Brown. 


{aw this day. She began by telling her, 
that ſhe would very ſhortly be in great 
_ diſtreſs by the death of ſome dear friend; 

that her fate through life would be but 
indifferent; that ſhe would marry ſomeloch, 
who would be rather taller than herſelf; 
and that he would have brown hair, and 
eye-brows : that ſhe would find him con- 
tradict her oftrer than ſhe liked, and that 
ſhe would certainly die before the reached 
her thirtieth birth-day. = 


As ſoon as the Gipſy ceafed, Miſe 


Greenl;w, the other lady, came forward; 


and, preſenting her with a ſhilling, de- 


Gred to know her deſtiny ? The woman 
taking it, and looking earneſtly in her 
hand, told her, that it was very difficult 
to tell exactly what would be her future 
fate; but ſhe could pretty clearly foreſee, 
that ſhe would be very fortunate, and ; 
ſhe was not at that time married, 

would not be long before a certain 8 
gentleman would make her his wife, and 
after a few years were paſſe.l, ſhe would 
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be the mother of, many children. How-: 
ever ſhe was ſorry to inform her of one 
thing, which was, that ſhe would out- 
live her huſband; but, added ſhe, you 
may be very happy for all that. | 

When they were all ſatisfied with hear- 
ing their fortunes, and had ſo foolithly 
ſquandered away their money, Come, ſaid 
}, do let us go on, for I am tired of ſtand- 
ing to hear ſuch abominable nonſenſe. 
Then go, faid the Gipſy angrily, and be 
as wretched as you deſerve to be; for you 
may reſt aſſured, that ſorrow ſhall attend 
you all the days of your life. I made her 
no ſort of reply, and we walked on, whilſt 
my companions diverted themſelves with 
their ſeveral fortunes. 
Ho could you, ſaid I, be fo ridi- 

cutous ; I ſhould have thought you had 
all been wiſer than to do ſo fooliſh a 
thing! Nay, pray do not be ſo ſerious 
about it, replied they, it was only a 
frolic, and you do not think we are ſuch 
fools as to believe one word of what ſhe 
has ſaid. Then, returned TI, it is a pity 
you ſhould give encouragement to ſuch 
kind of people. To this they only made 
lome ſprightly anſwer ; and after all again 
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5 .ANECDOTES'# et 
declaring. that they ſhould: never trouble 
themſelves with what ſhe had ſaid, the 
ſubject dropped, and we continued our 


On our return home Mrs. Frith, Who 
I before mentioned was ill, we then found 


conſiderably worſe She had, during our 
abſcnce been ſeized with a violent diſ- 
order in her bowels, which, added to her 
other complaint, brought her ſo extremely 
low, that there appeared but little hope 
of her recovery : however, in a few days, 
ſhe was conſiderably: better, and even fo 
far recovered, as to walk down her garden, 
where ſhe was caught in a heavy ſhower 
of rain, which giving her cold, brought 
back all her complaints, and again con- 


fined her to her bed; where after continu- 


ing for about a fortnight ſhe died, and 
left her daughter in very ſincere diſtreſs 
indeed. However, though the prediction 
of the Gipſy occurred to her mind, yet, 
as her mother was very dangerouſly ill 


even before ſhe had ſeen her, the was not 


ſo fimple as to attribute her misfortune to 
the woman's threatening: on the con- 


trary, her ſorrow was ſo great as to leave 


her no time to think of the nonſenſe ſhe 
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had heard, and for ſome years ſhe Ye” 

to. have forgotten, at leaſt totally, diſre- 
garded it; till a young man, a diſtant. re- 
Ltion of her father's, paid his addreſſes to 
her, and the was married. 

This gentleman, as the Gipſy had fore- 
told, was taller than herſelf, and had 
brown hair and eye-brows. But was that 
any thing remarkable? Are not moſt men 
taller than women ? and out of an hun- 
dred men, are there not above ninety of 


them who have brown hair ? for how few 


ae there who have either carrotty or 
black, in compariſon with the numbers 
who have brown? In predicting, theres 
fore, theſe two particulars, ſhe might be 
almoſt certain of being in the right; as 
alſo in reſpect to the other part ſhe men- 
tioned, her being contradicted 0 oftner than 
ſbe tiked, Now it is very ſure, that no 
perlon /ikes contradiction; and as certain, 
that no one can paſs through life without 
ſometimes meeting with it. If, there- 
fore, becauſe the ſhared: the fate of all 
other women, ſhe was to attribute it to 
the ſupernatural foreſight of the Gipſy, 
the woman undoubtedly took a ſure way 
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to have her predictions come true. But 


"Herſelf, and with brown hair, began fool- 


which, the huſband of the lady, formerly 


"the Gipſy. I his weakneſs, hos ever, the 
felt ſo much aſhamed of, that ſhe did not 


and fincerely repenting that ſhe ever had 
conſented to having her fortune told. 
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none, I believe, who refle&t at all, will 
think that the events ſo happened, becauſe 
ſhe had ſo faid: on the contrary, they 
will eaſily perceive they were circum- 
ſtances almoſt certain of happening in the 
common courſe of nature, Miſs Frith, 
though at the time of her mother's death 
ſhe diſregarded the nonſenſe of the Gipſy, 
after ſhe had married a man taller than 


iſhly to reflect on what had been foretold. 
To confirm her likewiſe in the belief of 


Miſs Greenhow, was at that time unfor- 
tunately taken ill of the ſmall-pox, and 
died. I fay unfortunately, becauſe it helped 
fo ſtrongly to fix on the mind of her 
friend, the reliance on the prediction of 


chuſe to confeſs to any one, though ſſie 
erpetually (as ſhe at laſt acknowledged) 
ept brooding over it in her own mind, 


When the entered her thirtieth year, ſhe 
was in perfect health; but it was not long 
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before her ſpirits left her: her health be- 
gan viſibly to decline, and ſhe had many 
very alarming ſymptoms attending her. 
Inſtead of her uſual cheerfulneſs and ac- 
tivity, ſhe was grave, thoughtful, and in- 
active: her appetite forſook her; and her 
nights were ſl-epleſs and uneaſy. Still ſhe 
made little or no complaints; and when 
urged by her friends to be more explicit, 
ſhe only replied; that ſhe was net well, 
though ſhe could not exactly deſcribe her 
complaints. | EET) 
Her phyſician pronounced her to be in 
great danger, and gave it poſitively as his 
opinion, that ſome uneafineſs of mind 
was the whole cauſe of her diſorder; 
which, if removed, ſhe might be reſtored 
to health, However, ſhe perſiſted ob- 
ſtinately to deny having any thing that 
diſturbed her, and continued gradually to 
row worſe and worſe, till within two 
days of her birth-day, when her pertur- 
bation of mind was ſo violent, that it 
threw her into a fit, from which the was, 
with great difficulty, brought to herſelf 
again. And then calling for her huſband, 
ſhe told him, ſhe was going to die, He 
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20 * ANECDOTES of a 
replied, he hoped, as ſhe was then fome- 
what recovered, that ſhe would ſoon be 
better. To which ſhe anſwered, N 0, | 
am ſure I ſhall never be better, for I an 
to die before my birth-day. 

She then told him why ſhe thought 8 
dad how ſhe had found the Gipſy's other 
predictions come true. In vain it was 
that he ufed every argument to convince 
Her of the folly of fuch a belief, and of a 
Gipſy's knowing thoſe events which God 
had not diſcovered. All he could fay was 
to no effect: ſhe perſiſted that ſhe was to 
die; and put herfelf into ſuch an agony of 
"78 wi as threw her into another fit, in 


which ſhe actually expired. 
' There then, Madam! exclaimed Miſs 


Brownlaw haſtily ; ; you ſee that Gipſies de 
know what' is to happen; and that what 
they ſay does come true. I ſee no ſuch 
thing, my dear, replied Mrs. Stewards 
neither, J am ſure, by any thing I have 


ſaid, need you draw ſuch a concluſion, 
That the lady I have been telling 5 u 


about died, becauſe the Gipſy told her ſo, 
I verily believe: but then it was entirely 
owing to her own folly in making herſelf 


ill by fretting, Any conſtant great uneaſi- 
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neſs of mind will always impair the con- 
ſtitution, and, by degrees, bring on thoſe 
diſorders which cauſe death. And this 
was her caſe: but does that prove that 
the Gißſy could tell before-hand what 
would happen? Or when her mother 
was il] at the time her fortune was told, 
do you think it was owing to the Gep/y's 
prediction that ſhe died? Or could the 
Giply fore-know that Mr. Blunt (Miſs 
Greenlaw's huſband) ſhould happen to meet 
in a coach a perſon who had the ſmall- 
pox, ſhould catch it, and ſhould die? 
No! my dears, believe me, ſhe had no 
ſuch ſupernatural wiſdom; ſhe merely ſaid 
ſo, for the ſake of ſaying ſomething polſille 
to come true; for how many are the wo- 
men who do outlive their huſpands? And 
ſo would Mrs. Blunt have done, though 
ſhe had never ſeen a Gipſy in her life, as 
che herſelf very wiſely acknowledged. 
The misfortune, ſaid ſhe, which the 
Gipſy foretold to me, is now come true 
but thank God, I am not weak enough to 
believe that ſhe knew any more of the 
matter than I do, when I fay, I fancy 
ſome company wil call upon me to-day, 
and ſo it happens. And be aſſured, con- 
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tinued Mrs. Steward, whatever may chance: 
to come true of their prediftions, has ng 
better foundation. In telling you a num- 
ber of probable things, where is the won- 
der that ſome of them ſhould come to 
pals? - Do we not ſee inſtances of this 
kind every day happen to us all, by ſome- 
thing or other being accompliſhed which 
we chanced to gueſs rightly? But are we 
for this reaſon all fortune-tellers and con- 
jurers? And yet we are, as much fo as 
any of the Gipfies. Pray, Madam, en- 
quired Miſs Hafings, did any of thoſe 
things which ſhe told you come true? 
She told me nothing particularly, replied 
Mrs. Steward, only in general terms, that 
I ſhould be very wretched. But thank 
God, I have never had cauſe to think 
ſhe was a propheteſs on that account; for 
I have paſſed hitherto through life with as 
few ſorrows as moſt people. No one is 
without ſome troubles; and mine have 
been of no uncommon ſeverity ; there- 
fore, I have great reaſon to be thankful to 
God, and none to ſuppoſe that the words 
of a Gipſy can be of any conſequence. [1 
hope, likewiſe, you will all be wiſe enough 
to diſregard what the Gipſy has this day 
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ſaid to you, and too prudent ever to be 
zuilty of the ſame fault for the future; 
leſt you draw upon yourſelves the venge- 
ance which God threatened by his Pro- 
het Ezekiel, upon thoſe who ſought to 
falſe Prophets, (Gypſies or Comurers) 
which ſhould be the ſame as the Pro- 
phets themſelves ſuffered. «« I will ſet 
my face,” faith God, ** :gainſt that man, 
and I will make him a fign and a proverb, 
and I will cut him off from the midſt of 
my people, and ye ſhall know that I am 
the Lord,” And numerous are the paſ- 
ſages throughout the ſcriptures, wherein 
God expreſſes his abhorrence of all ſuch 
proceedings. Nor can I quit this ſubject 
without obſerving thoſe paſſages in the 
thirty-fourth of Fecleff aſtes, ſo very Clear 
to the purpoſe of bclieving in dreams and 
fortune-tellers. Whoſo regardeth dreams 
is like him that catcheth at a ſhadow, and 
followeth after the wind. The viſion of 
dreams is the reſemblance of one thing to 
another, even as the likeneſs of a face to 
a face. Divinations, and ſoothſayings, 
(that is fortune. telling) and dreams are 
vain : if they be not ſent from the Moſt 
High in thy viſitation, ſet not thy beazt 
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upon them. For dreams hive. debeived 
many, and they have failed that put their 
truſt in them.“ Why, I think indeed, 
Madam, ſaid Miſs Cord thoſe texts are 
10 exceedingly plain againſt ſuch ſort of 
things, that nobody need alarm them. 
ſelves leſt they ſhould come true : for my 
Part, I never did believe in them at all, 
for my Mamma and Papa always told me, 
that they were as much nonſenſe as the 
fooliſh ſtories which are told about either 
Fairies or Giants. Certainly they are, my 
dear, rejoined Mrs. Steward, and deſerve 
no more of our regard. Then, Madam, 
ſaid Miſs Brownlow, you do not think 1 
need make mylelf unhappy about what 


the Gipſy has told me; for, I am ſure, 


the has frightened me ſo that I do not 
know what to do with myſelf: J am ſure 
1 can think of nothing but the ſhocking 
things that ſhe ſays are to happen to me. 
To think of having all one's dear friends 
murdered, and be turned out of doors to 
ſtarve : I declare, it is auite dreadful! 
Dre.dful indeed! ſaid Mrs. Steward, would 
all that be, were it to befal you; but | 
cannot fay there is the leaſt likelihood of 
it becauſe the Gipſy told you ſo. Set 


x 


— 
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your heart therefore, I beſeech you, at 


reſt, and on no account ever ſuffer your- 
ſelf to be uneaſy with the expectation of 


the ſorrows ſhe foretold: © For ſufficient 


(as our Saviour himſelf tells us) to the 
day, is the evil thereof.” God, therefore, 
does not, at thoſe ſeaſons when he thinks 
fit to bleſs us with comforts, foretel us 


every misfortune which is to befal us 


through life, and by that mean rob us of 
the lawful enjoyment of preſent comforts. 
On the contrary, he tells us, In the day 
of proſperity to rejoĩce; which it would 
be impoſſible for us ever to do, if we had 
the forefight of any great calamity that 
was to befal us. You may therefore be 
perfectly eaſy, and aſſure yourſelf, that 


the words f the Gipſy are of no farther 


authority, than the nonſenſical chatter of 
a child, or even of a parrot. But one thing 
cannot omit telling you, which is, that 
although in themſelves they are nothing, 
you may, by believing them, make them 
(like my*#friend Miſs Frith) to be of great 
importance e for certain it is, no perſons 
can ever be happy, unleſs the Almighty is 

their protector, and favors them with his 
bleſſing.. And as he has declared his 
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ſhaking leaf ſhall chace them; 


"gated to What the wicked Gipſy told you, 
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diſpleaſure againſt thoſe who truſt in falſe 
Prophets, Witches, Wizards, -or any Per. 


ſons of the kind, ſo we may juſtly ſuppoſe, 


that he may ſhew his anger toward thofe 
who do ſo, by letting them experience all 
the miſeries they expect; thus ſuffering 


them to eat of the fruit of their own 
4 
v 


ay, and be filled with their own de- 
vices.“ And as they chuſe to withdraw 
their truſt from Him, and rely upon the 
threats and promiſes of a fortune-tel/er, he 
may very likely deprive them of all their 
comfort and peace of mind, by ſending 
(as he threatened the Hraelites, in caſe 
they forſook the worſhip of him,) faint- 


neſs into their hearts,” ſo that (the moſt 


« the ſound of a 
and they 
ſhall flee, as fleeing from a "EF and 
they ſhall fall when none purſueth.“ 
That is, their own imaginations ſhall be 
ſo alarmed as to make them continually 
fancy themſelves ſurrounded by danger, 
and feel all the horrors of it, when, in 
reality, there 1s no danger near them. Let 
me therefore again beſeech you, my dear 
upon no account, to pay any 


trivial things, even) 
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even though one or two circumſtances 
ſhould happen to fall out as ſhe ſaid; fince 
you may aſſure yourſelves, the can know 
nothing of the matter: though amidit a 
number of foffible events which ſhe pre- 
tended to foretel, ſome of them may chance 
to come true. Here Mrs. Steward pauſed, 
and Miſs Kitty Long begged to know whe- 
ther it was her opinion, that 4 Gipſies 
were wicked? To which Mrs. Steward 
made the following anſwer: They may 
not perhaps, my dear, be all equally bad, 
fince guilt muſt, in a great meaſure, de- 
pend upon the degree of knowledge the 
perſon has who commits the crime. Thus, 
what would be deſerving of the ſevere/# 
puniſhment in us, may, perhaps, be par- 
donable in thoſe poor creatures who have 
never been inſtructed in any of the divine 
laws; and God, who ſees the hearts of all 
people, will undoubtedly make a great 
difference in his dealings with thoſe who 
have had opportunities of learning his 
commandments, and thoſe who have not. 
Thus our Saviour tells us, That to 


whomſoever much is given, from them will 


much be required.” But though I think 


great allowance ought to be made for thoſe 
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poor Giphes, who, trained up from their 


infancy in idlentſs, ſealing, and fortune-tell N > 
mg, practice ſuch bad ways; ſtill, we a 
cannot deny but that ſuch cuſtoms. are ex- SE 
tremely wicked, and highly deſerving of 6 


cenſure; nor can we ever «pprove of thoſe 
people who commit them, though, at the I *? 


fame time, they may claim our pity, and Fo 

our prayers, that God would be pleaſed 2 

to convert them from their evil Ways. OY 

Pray, Madam, faid Miſs Candid, are not I - ; 

the Gipſies deſcendants from the Egyb- 455 

tians? It has vulgarly been ſuppoſed ſo, the 

replied Mrs. Steword ; but the idea, I be- 

| lieve, is a very falſe one, though they wiſh 5 
= to have it credited. It originally takes its | ext 
7 riſe from the Egyptrans refuſing to pay obe- - 
dience to the laws of the Sultan S, N - 
when he conquered their country in the ſox 

| year 1417; upon Which they were ba. hit 

| niſhed from #gypt, and diſperſed them- 3 

| ſelves into almoſt every country through- he 
out the then known world. ZFeypt (as zm 

you mult all have learned by reading the 5 


Bible) was an idolatrous nation, -unac- 

1 1 ö ſtro 
qusinted with the worſhip of the true 
| Cod, and wholly given up to ſuperſtition, 
The art of magie, or performing pretended 2 
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miracles, was practiced among them ; and 
they were ſuppoſed by the ignorant of all 
nations, to be poſſeſſed of, ſupernatural 
powers and foreſight. Hence, when ſcat- 
tered abroad, they came to be conſulted 
upon various occaſions; and to be etteem- 
ed by the weak minded, <s ſuperior to 
common men. But, as the world became 
more enlightened. they loſt their fancied 
conſequence, and, by. degrees, were mixed 
and confounded with the various: nations 
among which they dwelt. The Grp/tcs, 
theretore, of our days, are only an idle, 
vagrant ſet of people, who live by plun- 
der, begging, and what money they can 
extort by abominable fortune telling. It 
is certain that their looks and manners, 
in ſome reſpects differ from all other cl. f- 
ſes of poor people; but tht is very eaſily 
accounted for, by their living ſo much 
together, detached from all other ſociety, 
and by their continuing to marry only 


among themfelves ; ſo that it 1s not to be 


wondered at, that their children ſhould 
ſtrongly reſemble them in features and 
complexion, as well as in manners. And 
now, continued Mrs. St:word, I hope 1 
lare ſaid enough to baniſh from your 
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30 ANECDOTES J 
minds any further faith in their predic 
tions; and likewiſe to convince you ſo 
thoroughly of the real /in, not only of 
believing in, but alſo giving encourage, 
ment to them, that you will never be pre- 
vailed upon to commit the ſame folly 
again. I am ſure, Madam, I never 
will; and J am ſure I will not do fo any 
more, or mind a word of what the ſaid, 


was now loudly repeated from every 
mouth but Miſs Creedleſs's, who was too 


much pleafed with the thought of the 


fine handſome young gentleman, the Giply 
had promiſed her, to give up all hopes 
its being true. She therefore remained | 


ſilent; but among the number of voices 
that replied at the ſame inſtant, her be- 
haviour was not particularly remarked. 
Mrs. Steward then ſaid, I am rejoiced, 
my dear children, that my endeavour to 
convince your underſtandings has not 
been in vain, and, I truſt, it will be at- 
tended with more laſting effects, than the 
infliction of that puniſhment which Mits 
Starch at firſt threatened; but which, as 
you all ſeemed convinced of your error, 1 
ſee no neceſſity of executing. I will 


therefore inform Miſs Starth of your ſor- 
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row for your, faults, and, I am ſure, as 


| well as myſelf, that ſhe will be glad to 


hear there is no farther call for any acts of 
ſeverity. But one thing 1 bee * 
upon, which is, that none of you in fu- 
ture ever open the windows to any perſons 
who come there, let their pretences be 
what they will; and I ſhall give very par- 
ticular orders to vhs ſervants, that the Sate 
of the court- yard may never be left on jar. 
Mrs. Steward then left the room, and 


before the young ladies had made half their 


remarks upon what had paſſed, they were 
all ſummoned-by the ſound of the bell to 


attend dinner. La! bleſs me! ſaid Miſs Stone, 
as they went into the dinner room, how 


flupidly this morning has paſſed ! I declare 
we have had no fin; nothing but a ſer- 


mon, with the text taken from the firſt 
verſe of the firſt chapter of Gipſies- I de- 
clare, I was fo tired that I did not know 
what to do, and once l was faſt aſleep I 
ww. Aﬀeep were you? faid Martha, 
who happened to be next to her; I am 


ſorry for that, for then you loſt hearing 


what might have been of uſe to you as 
long as you live. I am ſure what Mrs. 
deward ſaid was very good, and very true, 
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odlious in the ſchool for her favorites. { 


time they reached the dinner-table, and 


ing in her own mind, that ſo many, who 
v hen in company with their ſuperiors. ap- 


i * 
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and enough to convince. any body how me 
wicked it is to believe a word of what the 


Gipſies ſay: I would not have miſſad I mu 


hearing it for ever ſo much. Then I am ma 
v. fly glad that you were pleaſed, , replied I 2+ 
Mils Stone, and [ hope you are much the bea 


fatter for it; fer my part, I never defire I ima 


to hear ſuch long, greve lectures, either her 
upon Gipfies, or any think elſe; but if eq 
you do, my Governeſs will often favor ir 
you, for he likes prodigiouſly to hear her Ii ”7 
own tongue eg; and if any of the ladies I 2 * 
will but honor her by attending to her inc 
wiſdom, ſhe thinks them the ſweeteſt, WOL 
cha wingeſt creatures in the world; ſo. you 
will juſt ſuit ter, and be as difagreeable 1 ins 
the ſchool as any of the reſt of her der ati 
farts are; ſor (he always chu'es the moſt 


B 


cannot abige any one of them. By this 


Miſs Stane was obliged to break off the 
diſcourſe, whilſt Martha fat down lament- 


peared to be as good as any of the children, 
Would, when by themſelves, diſcovet ſo 
much ill temp: r thoughtleſſneſs, and 
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meanneſs of ſpirit. Unacquainted with 
the ways of the world, ſhe thought it 
muſt be ſomething peculiarly bad in the 
manners of that ſociety with which ſhe 
L She knew her own 
heart to be fincere and honeſt, and had 
imagined, that every girl's beſide was like 
her own. Senſible of the terrible con- 
ſequences of fin, ſhe kept free from every 
crime, and had therefore no cauſe to put 
n when in. company, a different behaviour 
to that which ſhe practiced in private; 
lince, let her retirement be where it 
would, ſhe well knew, that nothing could 
conceal her from the fight of the Al- 
mighty. To commit therefore, any 
action when from under the obſervation 
of her parents or governeſs, which ſhe 
would have bluſhed to have performed 
before them, was a degree of artful cun- 
ung that her ſoul would have abhorred 
to practice; for ſhe well knew, that tbat 
zoodneſs was undeſerving of being called 
lo, which was only worn like a maſk to 
hide many faults, and to deceive. thoſe 
who. beheld it. Such hypocriſy ſhe was. 
early taught to eſteem worſe than more 
„ Vot! C 
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34 ANECDOTES V 2 
open naughtineſs; fince it was the way to 
bring diſgrace upon virtue, and make-9/] 

goodneſs be ſuſpected as no better than 

- deceit. It cannot therefore be wondered f 

1 at, that the behaviour of ſo many of her Fi 

1 ſchool- fellows ſhould not only ſurpriſe, 3 

= but alſo give her infinite concern; and ba 
8 ſhe flattered herſelf, that was ſhe removed n 

to any other ſituation, ſhe ſhould not xe 

= find fo many who were really naughty, ; 
= though they paſſed when in ſchool for 
=_ tolerable good children. But the reaſon bes 
7 of her thinking ſo, was becauſe ſhe was 


=_ ignorant of the world, nor knew how 
i much wickedneſs is practiced in it, nor 


how few people there are (in compariſeh 
of the whole) who behave in all reſpects 
as they ought to do. This 1s a melan- 


: choly truth, that young people are not 
_— aware of, and therefore when firſt they 
N diſcover it, they are apt either to think 
1 there is no occaſion for themſelves to take 
_ pains to be virtuous any longer, when 
= there are ſo many will bear them com- 
=_ pany in ſin; or elſe, arrogantly to ſup- 


=_ poſe themſelves better than any one elſe, 
and all the world beſide no better than 
; cheats and hypocrites, I would therefore 
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earneſtly wiſh to caution all my young 
readers from permitting themſelves to run 
into either of theſe dangerous extremes, 


fince both are alike deſtructive. to the true 


chriſtian character. Thoſe perſons who 
will permit themſelves to do. what they 
know to be wrong, becauſe they ſee others 
do fo, can have no regard to the laws. of 
God; fince they continue, let us be either 
by ourſelves, or in whatever company we 
may, equally binding, and neceſlary to 

be obſerved, unleſs. we will give up al 
hope of, future happineſs. On the» other 
hand no one can 


1 S AH 1 


oho fancy none good but themſelves ; 
and conclude, becauſe they find ſome 
wicked, that all the world muſt be fo like- 
wife. Wrereas, this is far from being 
tne caſe ; though there are many wicked 


are good, And it is our duty to keep 
company with thoſe who are ſuch, and 
not follow the examples of the bad. This 
little Martha very wiſely determined to 
do; and far from judging uncharitably 
of al . ſhe found /me ie ſhe 
C 2 


pleaſe God who is proud 
end wncharitable; and ſuch thoſe mult be, 


people, yet are there allo numbers who 
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even flattered herſelf that all wickedneſs I « 
was collected into that one ſchool, and na Ne 
other place upon the carth could be found f 
equally productive of it. She therefore f 
determined to repreſent the caſe to her i 
mamma the firſt opportunity; and ac. iſ a 
cordingly in four or five days wrote her I f 
the OOTY letter. 


Hoſxored Ma DAM, 3 


HAVE again obtained leave of Mrs. 
Steward to fit in her parlour whilſt 1 
write to you. O! that I might be fo 
employed the whole time that I am 
obliged to be abſent from you ; but I hope 
you will not let that be long; or at leaſt, 
if I mu/? ſpend ſome time at ſchool, that 
you will find me one where there are 
not ſo many bad children; for you can- 
not think what a number here are, who 
do not feem to care about any thing that is 
good. I am ſure if you knew all their arts 
and tricks, you would not like them more 
than I do; they ſeem to cheat and deceive 
as much as ever they can, and think there 
is no harm in it; or if they know it to be 
wrong, they do not mind that at all. ! 


„ an OTE. 9 


the was to do? 
it, ſhe moved it back ſo far as to the place 
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one day aſked one of the ladies how: ſhe 
could move the pin that Miſs Starch had 


fuck in her work, to mark how much 
for inſtead of working to 


at which ſhe wanted to leave off. So I 
faid, How can you do ſuch a thing, Miſs 
Shehily? I am ſure that it is being very 
deceitful ! I cannot help that, ſaid the, I 
want to leave off work. So then I ſaid, 
But it is very wrong to deceive about any 
thing. To which ſhe anſwered, I know 
that as well as you can tell me Miſs; 


and if my ſins trouble your conſcience, - 


you may pray to have them forgiven if you 
pleaſe; and then you may caſe yourſelf 
and me at the ſame time. 

Only think, Madam, what a manner of 
talking! And that is the way they do 
all day long, and uſe ſuch words, and 


take God's name in vain ſo often, that it 
I do not mean that 


1s quite dreadful. 
a/] do, for ſome to be ſure are very good, 


and Mits Candid I like better and better 


every day; I never heard her ſay one 


wrong word, or do any thing ſhe ought. 


not to do fince I firſt ſaw her; and ſhe 
diſlikes the ways of moſt of the other 
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ſcholars as much as I do. She loves ot 
reading, and has got ſeveral very pretty G 
books, but we have not much time for ar 
them, for we have a great deal to learn to 
e every day, and but little time to learn it Nat 
i in: and beſide our regular taſks, Mrs. MW th 
Steward gives us little ſhort ſentences to MW an 
learn by rote; which ſhe ſays will be of ab 
great ſervice to us when we come to read 0 (c 
= hiſtory, and help us much to underſtand MW M 
=_ both what we read, and what we hear in MW wi] 

0 common converſation. She only inf th 
; upon having ene learnt every day; but MW th: 
3 ſhe commends much thoſe who learn more. I 1 | 
J dare ſay you do not know what ſort of bo 
ſentences I mean, ſo if I have time, I will an. 
write ſome at the bottom of this letter, or W mi: 
elſe get them ready by the next time I IF hi 
write. Our writing books too are more for 
uſeful than common ones ; for our copies | 
are generally ſome one or two lines that I tra 
may be of uſe for us to remember, as well I ar 
as write. thi 

I like Mrs. Steward very much indeed. bu 
I with ſhe would take care of the little I thc 
ones, and let Miſs Starch have the great ¶ bu 
ladies. The other day ſhe talked to us all I the 
ſo nicely, you cannot think, about the fin I the 
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of having fortunes told, or minding what 
Gipties faid ; for one came to the window, 
and many of the young ladies had theirs 
told. Mrs. Steward did not approve of it 
at all, and talked /o kindly, and /o ſenſibly, 
that ſhe put me quite in mind of you; 
and Jam fure you would have thought 
about it as ſhe did. But ſome of the 
ſcholars did not like to hear her, and 
Miſs Stone told me the went to ſleep: but 
whether the did or not I cannot tell, for 
that perhaps may be only a white lie, as 
they call it. They tell fibs all day long, 
| think; and if they do not injure any 
body by them, ſay they are only white lies, 
and have no harm in them. And ſo it 
may be, they think their cheating has no 
harm init; but I think it all very wicked 
for my part. 

Mrs: Seward has forbidden wilted 
traſh, ſuch as fruit, cakes, ſugar=candy, 
barley-ſugar, plums, and thoſe kind of 
things, from being eaten in the ſchool ; 
„but for all that, they very often are, 
though ſhe is very angry if ſhe knows it; 
t but they get the maids to buy them for 
1 


A 


them, and they bring a good deal when 
they come after the holidays; and as Mrs. 
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Steward thinks their parents have then 
taken care of them, ſhe never examines 
= their pockets, which they tell me are 
Tv always pretty well loaded : however, they 
z do not Jaſt a great while, for they generally 
ö are eaten up pretty ſoon. Sometimes ſome 
of the girls will keep, and ſell them, 
be either for money, or whatever elſe they 
like; and in theſe fort of bargains it is 
that ſome of them do % cheat. I will 
give you an inſtance, and then leave you 
to judge whether you can like that I ſhould 
continue among ſuch a ſad ſet of children. 
One of the young ladies, a Miſs T hickneſs, 
is embroidering a ſcreen upon white 
ſattin, and - ſhe neither likes the work, 


deal of anger about it; for ſhe is obliged 
to do and undo it fo often, that ſhe 
quite ſpoils the gloſs of the ſattin, and 
makes it dirty and ugly. So one-day, 
after ſhe had unpicked a rofe-bud two or 
three times, and Mrs. Right had been 
very angry, and threatened to puniſh her 
if ſhe did not do it right the next time, 
ſhe begged a Miſs Frankfort to aſſiſt her, 
and promiſed if ſhe would, to give her 4 
quarter of a pound of barley-ſugar, which 


nor does it well, and often gets a good 


— 


For the ſake of fo large a reward Miſs 
Frankfort {who embroiders remarkably 


well) undertook to do the roſe-bud, and 


quite finiſhed it before ſchool-time was 
over, ſo that when Mrs. Right looked at 
it, inſtead of puniſhing Miſs Thickneſs, 
as ſhe threatened, ſhe very much com- 
mended her work (as the thought it was.) 
As ſoon as we went to play Miſs Frankfort 
aſked for the barley-ſugar, and Mats 
Thickne/s broke off a little bit, and de- 
clared,. that was all the would give her. 
Miſs Frankfort then ſaid, ſhe promiſed to 
give it al/ to her, and if ſhe had thought 
the ſhould have been cheated ſo, ſhe 
would not have done one ſtitch of the 
roſe-bud. I do not care for that, ſaid 
Miſs Thickneſs, the roſe-bud is done now, 


and you may get the barley-ſugar as you 


can, for I wow I will not give it you; 
you do not think I will be ſuch a fool as 
to part with a whole quarter of a pound 
of barley-ſugar, do you Miſs? If you 
do, I aſſure you, you are much miſtaken. 
No, no, I' know a trick worth two of 
that; and I only ſaid ſo to make you help 
me; becauſe I knew you were ſo fond of 
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the maid. had that day. bought for her. 
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42 ANECDOTES fa 
any thing ſweet. Very well Miſs, ſaid 


Miſs Frankfort, I will tell my governeſs 
how you cheat me, that Iwill; and J will 


tell her that you got the maids to buy you 
barley-ſugar too, that I will, ſee if 1 do 


not. O! you may tell if you pleaſe, 
Miſs, replied Miſs Thickneſs, and then 


you will have the pleaſure of hearing what 


ſhe will ſay to you for doing my work for 
me, and for intending to have the barley- 
ſugar yourſelf; ſo tell if you dare ! tell 
if you dare I am not at all afraid of 
you. In this manner they ſquabled for 
tome time, and at laſt Miſs Frenifort 
went without the barley-ſugar; ſo pray 
do not you tnink that was downright 


cheating? And theſe are the ſort of tricks | 


they practice all day long. Sometimes 
they ſay they will change their cakes or 


play-things with each other, and then 
girl who has gotten both in her poſ- 


the 
ſeſſion will not give up her own; but 
only laughs it off, telling the other, ſhe 
ought to have been ſharper, and under- 
ſtood trap better. And then, as it often 
happens, that the things they diſpute 
about are ſuch as Mrs. Steward would be 
diſpleaſed with either of them having, 
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neither dare tell her, and ſo they 
both eſcape without any punithment for 


| 43 
they 


thoſe things which are really wicked, 
and are ſometimes beat when lam fare 
they do not deſerve it, as I was the other 
day: I will tell you for what. 1 had 
turned all my money into my lap, to 
count how many ſtitches wide my purſe 
was, when 'one of the young ladies (a 


Miſs Lapuing) begged me to change two 


of my pretty ſix-pences with her for a 
ſhilling. I told her, if ſhe pleaſed I 
would, and ſo I gave them to her directly, 
and ſhe ſaid, ſhe would pay me the next 
time ſhe went up ſtairs. I believe the did 
not go up the reſt of the day: at leaſt ſhe 
took no more notice of it till the next 
morning, when ſhe gave me as bad a 
ſhilling as you ever ſaw, with all the 
braſs ſhining through the filver. So [ 


ſaid, I did not think it was a good one, 


and ſhould be obliged to her if the 
would change it for ſome. other. She 
then burſt out a laughing, and faid, it I 
did not like it, I might leave it, for ſhe 
had no other for me. I was vexed to be 
ſo uſed, and told her ſhe might be 
aſhamed of doing ſo; for it was being juſt 
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like a thief; and if ſhe went on ſo, I did 
not doubt but ſhe would come to be 
hanged in time. Upon my ſaying this, a 
great many of the ladies called out all at 
once, O fie, Miſs Beauchamp! 1 wonder 
you are not aſhamed to uſe ſuch language, 
and tell a young lady that ſhe is a thief, 
and will come to be hanged. And ſo ſhe 


15, and ſo ſhe will, ſaid I, if ſhe goes on 


ſo; for if now the will cheat a perſon of 
a ſhilling, when the grows a woman, ſhe 
will not mind cheating any body of a 
pound, and many a perſon has been hung 
for Jeſs than that. In the middle of all 
this diſpute Miſs Starch came in, and 


| defired to know what was the matter? O! 


not mach, Madam, ſaid Miſs Lapwing; 
only Miſs Beauchamp chuſes to call me a 
cheat, and a thief, and ſays I deſerve to be 


banged, becauſe by miſtake J offered her 
a bad ſhilling in change for two . fix- 


pences, that is all, Madam. No, Madam, 
ſaid I, it was not by miſtake, if it had 
been, I ſhould not have minded it, but 
Miſs Lapwing told me, if I did not like 
it, I might leave it, but ſhe had no other 
for me. And then Miſs Lapuing ſtop- 


ping me, faid, But I could have given 
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you back your two ſix-pences, Miſs. I 
know you could, ſaid I, but you were not 
going to do ſo; and that, I do ſay, was 
down right cheating. Miſs Starch then 
came to me, and giving me a ſlap upon 
my cheek, ſaid, How dare you Miſs 
make uſe of ſich expreſſions 1 I dare ſay, 
that any of the ladies would ſcarn to cheat 
you; and you deſerve to be well whipped 
tor making uſe of ſuch words, and cal- 
ling them thieves; and if you did not 
practice ſuch things yourſelf, you would 
never ſuſpect others of it. She then took 
me by my ſhoulders, and ſhook me and 
beat me a good deal; but I felt ſo ſatiſ- 
hed with not having done any thing 
wrong, that as Miſs Candid lays, I did not 
ſo much mind her, only I could not help 
being vexed to be uſed ſo, and then told 
that J would have done ſo myſelf. 
However, though it was only through 
miſtake, that Miſs Lapwing offered me a 
bad ſhilling, and ſhe could have given me 
back my fix-pences, yet, ſhe never did; 
and yet ſhe eſcaped any anger, whilſt I 
had ſo much. Ard ſuch inſtances as 
this happen almoſt every day to ſome 
body or other: ſo do not you think I had 
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much better be removed to ſome other 
ſchool, if I may not have the happineſs 
of being at home with you? which | 
think would be much the beſt ſcheme. 
80 pray, my dear Madam, do think about 
it, and ſend me word how you determine. 
I have not time to write another word at 


preſent, beſide deſiring my duty to 2.5 
hs Bs and aſſuring you, that 


* 


Jam, 
Your very dutiful Daughter, 


MARTHA Bravenaur. 


5 . Miſs wan had finiſhed her 


letter, ſhe returned again to her play- 
fellows, anxiouſly waiting her Mamma's 
anſwer, which ſhe received in a few days, 
and which was as follows : | 


Mrs. BEAUCHAMP w her DAUGHTER, 
My Dear, 
AM much concerned to hear your 


1 fituation ſtill continues to be ſo diſ- 
agreeable to you; but as 1 fear there 


— — — 
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would not be the ſmalleſt chance of your 
finding it improved, were you to go to 
any other ſchool, I certainly ſhall not 
think of removing you from the care of 
Mrs. Steward, whom I look upon as an 
exceeding worthy woman, and every way . 
qualified for the important taſk ſhe has 
undertaken. I with indeed, that all her 
aſſiſtants were equally ſo, and that Miſs 
Starch conſidered the great importance of 
real goodneſs of heart more, than, by 
your account, ſhe ſeems to do. flow: 
ever, as. you have no reaſon to think all 
the teachers at any other ſchool would 
be more perfect than thuſe at Mrs. 
Steward's, it would be to no purpoſe for 
you to change. And if, my dear, you 
ſuppoſe -that the children whom you are 
now with, are worſe than thoſe you would 
meet with elſewhere, I fear you are much 
miſtaken ; for in every ſchool Jever heard 
of, there are always numbers to be found, 
who perverſely will practice every kind 
of naughtineſs, if they think they can do 
it without being detected and puniſhed. 
And for this reaſon it was, that I fo par- 
a cautioned you before you left 

me, upon no account to let the bad ex- 
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amples of others tempt you to behave 


like them, and become guilty. of their 


crimes. Thoſe kind of arts and that de- 
ceit which you mention, I aſſure you, 
look upon as extremely wieked ; and there 
is great reaſon -to fear, that thoſe who 
practice them when young, will, in more 
advanced life, expoſe themſelves. to the 
danger of ſuffering from the laws of the 
land. Or, if * ſhould. have cunning 
enough to keep clear of thoſe crimes 
for which puniſhment would be inflicted, 


yet, muſt they be deſpiſed by all good 


p.ople, and regarded in no other light, 
than that of artful deceivers, whoſe honor 
can never be depended upon, and whole 


converſation. can be valued as no better 


than falſhood: and, what is of ſtill more 
importance than even the good opinion of 


all the world, the Almighty himſelf will 


behold them with abhorrence : no crimes, 
no lies, does he look upon as white, and 
therefore ianocent. On the contrary, 
every degree of wickedneſs; is abominable 
in his ſight: he is of too pure a nature 
to behold iniquity: with indifference; and 
thoſe who practice it, he has ſolemnly 
declared, ſhall not always go unpuniſhel, 
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If, therefore, Miſs Thickneſs, Miſs Lap- 


wing, and thoſe who behave like them, 
flatter themſelves, becauſe they eſcape the 
rod of their Governeſs, that their crimes 
are of no conſequence, they are much miſ- 
taken; for if they have any regard to their 
future well- doing in this world, or the 
happineſs of their immortal ſouls, they 
cectainly are of very great importance: 
ſince, however, they may laugh at ſuch 
tricks now, and think themſelves very 
clever for practiſing them, they may be 
aſſured, that God regards them in a far 
different light; and to will they them 
ſelves too, when it will be too late to 
amend. Though they may diſregard it 
now whilſt in health, when they come to 
be ſick, or may be dying, they will then 
with they had been wile in time, and 
made + Ged their friend; before that 
ſolemn moment when they muſt quit the 
world for ever, and receive the juſt re- 
ward of their wicked deeds. Think, my. 
dear love, what terror thoſe people muſt 
be in at the approach of death, who have 
all their lives been regardleſs of God, and 
rezlected to perform thoſe duties which 
Vor. II. D 
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he commanded, as the only way to gain 
his approbation, and ſecure to themſelves 
the joys of heaven. How muſt they then 
condemn themſelves for their wilful folly 
and madnefs, in doing thoſe things which 


they knew they ought not; and omitting 
to do what they were fully convinced 


they ought to have performed. At that 
folemn period, when all opportunities of 
recommending themſelves to the favor of 


God ſhall be for ever paſled, they will 


earneſtly wiſh, that they had better at- 
tended in the days of their youth to the 
advice of their inſtructors and friends, 
and by walking in the paths of virtue 
all their lives, ſecured the approbation of 
their God, who would then comfort them 
in their fickneſs; and in the hour of their 
departure give them ſuch ſure hope in his 
mercy, as to enable them to quit this 


world with cheerfulneſs and pleafure, 


knowing that it would be exchanged for 
one far happier and more deſirable. 
Theſe conſiderations, my Martha, I 


hope will be ſufficient to make you re- 


ſolutely perſevere in doing what is right, 
notwitliſtanding any thing the naughty 
children in your ſchool may do or ſay ty 
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perſuade you to the contrary. As for 
your being fearful leſt they ſhould corrupt, 
and make you like themſelves ; as long as 
you continue to have that fear, and to 
abhor their evil ways, ſo long you are in 
no danger: but the moment you begin to 
look upon their arts with indifference, 
and inſtead of deteſting ſuch deceit and 
meanneſs, regard it as a mark of wit and 
oleverneſe, that moment you ſtand upon 
the brink of ruin, and may be ſure you 
will not be long before you commit the 
fame crimes yourſelf. Never therefore 
ſuffer them to laugh you out of your 
preſent opinion, nor pertuade you to look 
upon cunning and diſſimulation as a proof of 
ſagacity and ſenſe; not to regard falſbood 
and deceit as innocent and harmleſs.” I would 
with you, my dear, to avoid as much- as 
poſhble, all connection with thoſe who 
behave. bad; ſome intercourſe with them 
I ſuppoſe you muſt have, but let it be as 
ſhort, and as little as you can, with eivi- 
lity; and whilſt ſo good a girl as Miſs 
Candid favors you with hey company, I 
think you cannot be much in need of 


their converſation” to amuſe you. The 
B x 8 
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diſgrace you fell into on account of Miſg 
Lapwing's diſhoneſty, I think muſt con- 
vince you more forcibly than any argu- 


ments I can uſe, of the dangerous con- 


ſequence of keeping bad company: and 
alſo ſhew you how far the crimes of one 


perſon may effect, and deſtroy the hap- 


pineſs even of the innocent. Innocent I 
do not in the leaſt doubt that you were; 
I think therefore, my love, there was no 


occaſion for you to be quite ſo haſty about 
it; perhaps if you had not ſo inſtantly 


accuſed her of being (what indeed © ſhe 


proved herſelf) a cheat, ſhe might more 
readily” have returned your money, than 


after the was ſo exaſperated : at leaſt you 
would then have been entirely free from 
blame; whereas by ſo very freely accuſing 
her, you certainly was guilty of a great 


breach of politeneſs; I do not ſay more 
than ſhe deſerved to feel, but ſtill, more 
than was quite pretty for you to offer. 


. Gentleneſs and forbearance ſhould at all 


times be the characteriſtics of a young 
lady's conduct, even to thoſe who offend 
her; nor ſhould ſhe ever ſo degrade her- 
ſelf as to make uſe of rude or opprobious 
language, ſince that is at all times unbe- 
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coming; and no crimes in another's be- 
haviour can juſtify any etrors in our own. 
At all times, therefore, my dear, when 
any one offends you, conſider net ſo much 
what treatment. they may deſerve, as what 
will be the right method for you to be- 
have in. Thus, if in any diſpute one of 
the children were to pinch or ſtrike you, 
it would doubtleſs. be highly i improper in 
you to return it, becauſe ſhe was deſert ing 
of ſuch puniſhment. So in every other 
inſtance always try to act right yourſelf, 
and leave it to ſome ſuperior power to re- 
compenſe the evil of your adverſary. - 

Lou cannot think how. much ſatisfac- 
tion it afforded me, to find you had not 
been among the number of thoſe who had 
their fortunes told; not that I ſhould 
at all have regarded the predictions of the 
Gipſy, let them have been what they 
| might; hut becauſe I think it an exceed- 
ing wrong thing to give any encourage- 
ment to ſuch proceedings, and I am glad 
to find Mrs. Steward is of. the ſame opi- 
nion. . You ſay ſhe talked: to you all a 
good deal upon the ſubject; I doubt not 
what ſhe ſaid was well worthy your at- 


n and 1 * you will be careful 
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to remember it, ſo as upon no occaſion to 
eonſult with any who pretend to ſuper- 
natural foreſight. I muſt now, my dear, 
take my leave of you, as I expect the ar- 
rival of company every moment. Your 


brother continues very well, and grows 


every day: I think he will ſoon be able 
to walk. Your papa deſires his love to 


vou, and ſays, he ſhould much like to 
know what kind of ſhort ſentences they 


are which Mrs. Steward gives you to 
learn; he hopes alſo you take pains with 
your writing, and every other. branch of 
your learning: in which hope I moſt 
ardently join for many reaſons, one of 


which is, that it will the ſooner reſtore 


you to the arms of your 


Afeflionate Mother, 


Jemima BEAUGCHAMP. 


Little Martha received the foregoing 


letter, as ſhe always did, with the ſin- 
| cereſt delight; and notwithſtanding the 


deriſion ſhe met with on account of her 
tears the laſt time, ſhe could not repreſs 
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the drops of heart felt affection from 
again trembling in her eyes, as ſhe pe- 
ruſed the concluding paſſage of her mam- 
ma's letter: and forgetting the company 
ſhe was in, ardently exclaimed, Sooner 
reſtore me to your arms! yes, I will, day 
and night endeavour to improve, or do any 
thing that ſhall reſtore me to your arms!“ 
Here ſhe was interrupted in her ſolifoquy 
by the rude burſts of laughter from many 
of her ſchool-fellows, one of whom called 
out, O! Goodneſs! Gracious me! what 
fun it is to ſee Miſs Beauchamp have a 
letter from her mamma! I am ſure it is 
as good as a comedy! I declare it alw:ys 
makes me laugh till I am ready to die / 
Do pray, continued ſhe, turning to 
Martha, favor us with that fine ſpeech 
again, I am ſure all the ladies will be 
much obliged to you; for my part, I will 
quite worſhip you, if you will be ſo 
kind. Then falling upon her knees be- 
fore Miſs Beauchamp, and putting her 
hands together, ſhe went on in a whining 
tone of voice, Permit me humbly to 
beſeech you, ſweeteſt, kindeft, preityeſt Miſs 
' Beauchamp, to grant us the happineſs of 
hearing that diuine ſentence that dropped 
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from thoſe cherry lips. Let me intreat 
you to hear my prayer, and grant me the 
{upreme ſatisfaction of once more hearing 


that fine ſpeech about Night and Day, 


Day and Night, and flying to ſomebody's 


arms; pray do, I beg you will, and to 
Aa-a- amen. 3 N 


How can you behave {6? ſaid Martha, 


ſhocked at her burleſque manner of de- 


votion, I wonder you are not aſhamed of 


making believe to pray; but I do not much 
think you ever do it in earneſt, if you did, 
you would not play at ſuch ſerious things. 
O Hait-a-day, - replied her worſhipper, 
turning out her under lip as ſhe ſpoke, 


how I do hve ſuch vii dom as Miſs Beau- 
champ, and Miſs. Candid, and Miſs Longs, 


and Miſs Lloyd, and Miſs This, and Miſs 


That, and Miſs Tot her, and half the croſs 


Miſles in the ſchool abound with. Love 
it you ? {aid Miſs Grumpton, J am ſure 1 
cannet abide it, I bate it as much as Faiſon. 
I never can endure ſuch oveyr-wſe folk, 
who would not for the wor/d4 do any thing 
that was not quite right; but I will 


warrant them, though butter will not melt 


in their mouths, cheeſe will not ch al them. 
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Martha was going to reply, but recol= 
EN the advice ſhe had juſt received 
from her mamma, caſt on them a look of 
the utmolt contempt for their unmerited 
abuſe, and joined herſelf with Miſs Candid; 
to whom ſhe was ſhewing her letter, 
when Miſs Grumpton going ſoftly behind 
| her, ſnatched it out of her hand, and 
crumpling it up, ran away with it, and 
put it into her pocket. Poor Martha's 
diſtreſs at this treatment, is not te be 
deſcribed. She felt not only the ſincereſt 
regret of looſing what ſhe fo highly va- 
lued, together with reſentment for the 
indignant manner in which it was taken 
from her; but alſo ſhe was under the 
moſt painful apprehenſions leſt it ſhould 
fall into the hands of Miſs Starch; or 
even ſuppoſing ſhe ſhould not ſee it, there 
was but little chance that Miſs T hiukneſs, 
Miſs Lapwing, and thoſe whoſe names of 
crimes were mentioned, would let her 
remain in ignorance of the cenſure Mrs, 
Beauchamp had caſt upon her conduct. 
Added to all which, ſhe well knew the 
unkind treatment ſhe ſhould receive from 
numbers of her ſchool-fellows, upon the 
diſcovery of her having acquainted | her 
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mamma with all the tranſactions that I 


i paſſed there, Tortured, therefore, with Jett 
4 all theſe ſuggeſtions, and forgetting the ¶ hav 
. advice contained in the paper which ſhe ran. 
ſo much wiſhed/to reſcue, ſhe ran after I clar 
: _ Miſs Grumpton with all her ſpeed, and I thi: 
s catching hold of the ſkirt of her frock, E 
\ tore it above half a yard out of the bind. for 
[ ing. Miſs Grumptcn then turning round, ¶ one 
1 gave her a ſevere blow upon the back cf I hea 
; her hand, to make her let go, which ac- Th 
=. cordingly ſhe did; but ſtill more exaſpe-¶ abo 
= rated by the pain, ſhe jumped forward Rep 
with all her ſtrength, and taking hold of ¶ out 
= Miſs Grumpton's hair, which hung in Wed « 
= curls down her back, twiſted her hand the 
=_— tight in it, and, regardleſs of her kicks to 
=_ and blows, ſcreamed out for Miſs Candid ¶ at 
= to come to her aſſiſtance, who inſtantly Gr: 
=_ obeyed, as the was cloſely following her, ¶ oth 
_ having left her feat to run after the letter ¶ poſ 
= at the ſame time that Martha did. But I the 
notwithſtanding ſhe was ſo nigh, ber | mo 
aliſtance was rendered vain by the inter- ing 
= poſition of Miſs Lapwing, who being Mr 
} taller and ſtronger, got the letter from || wh 
; Miſs Grumpton, before Miis Candid pol- by 
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Martha, upon again ſeeing her letter; 
jeft Miſs Grumpton, though not without 
having pulled off a great deal of hair, and 
ran, or rather flew, to Miſs Lapwing, de- 
claring ſhe would have the letter, and no- 
thing ſhould prevent her from getting it. : 

By this time all was noiſe and confu- 
fon throughout the whole ſchool : every 
one endeavouring to make herſelf be 
heard, and not one chuſing to liſten, 
The letter, in the mean time, was toſſed 
about from one to the other, whilſt ſhe 
kept running alternately to each, calling 
out, 1 will have it ! At laſt ſhe diſcover- 
ed one of the girls, who was fartheſt from 
the buſtle, opening it, and beginning, 
to read it aloud; whilſt ſhe was kept 
at a diſtance by Miſs Lapwing Mails 
Crumpton, Miſs Stone, and about a dozen 
others, from whom it was utterly im- 
poſſible for her to eſcape. Thus ſituated, 
ſhe thought nothing could add to her 
mortification : ſhe therefore began ſcream- 
ing out the names of Mrs. Steward and 
Mrs. Right, as loud as ſhe poſſibly could, 
which ſoon brought them, (accompanied 
by Miſs Starch and Mrs. Davis, into the 
room, to ſee what was the cauſe of all 
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Sneak, who had then 


voice, faid, Give it me now / 
aſſuming an air of ſeverity, called upon 
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the en they heard, which at firſt 
they had taken for play. 


At the moment 
they entered, Martha was endeavouring to 
bite the hands of a Miſs Fangly, a great 
girl, who was holding her by the arms 
to prevent her going to her letter, and at 
the ſame time, making the moſt uſe ſhe 
could of her feet, to induce her to ſet het 
at liberty. Mrs. Steward, who, from the 


firit moment of her arrival, had always 
found her a moſt tractable. and gentle 
child, wes aſtoniſhed to find her ſo en- 


gaged; and the more ſo, when, upon 
Miſs Fangly's letting her go, ſhe, regard- 
leſs of Mrs. Steward, inſtantly ran to Miſs 
her pocket, and, with the moſt angry 
Mrs. Steward 


Miſs Beauchamp to give an account of her 
ſtrange, furious behaviour; but inatten- 
tive to that, ſhe only repeated as before, 


ive it me now ! Mrs. Steward then going 


to her, took her by the hand, which was 


covered with bruiſes and ſcratches, and 
in a voice of abſolute authority, again 
demanded the reafon of her bad behaviour: 


put the letter into 
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| Martha, whoſe ſpirit had only been 
roy up by her eagerneſs to regain her 
mamma's letter, finding that her cauſe no 
longer depended upon her own ſtrength, 
burſt into a flood of tears, and looking 
up to Mrs. Steward, ſaid, Indeed, Madam, 
if I have behaved bad, I. could not help 


it; they took away my mamma's letter, 


and they will not let me have it again, 

and I do not like they ſhould read it; and 
I only wanted to get it again. And is 

this the real truth ? demanded Mrs. — 
ard, looking round at all her ſcholars. 
Indeed, Madam, it is! replied Miſs Can- 
did. Ves, that was the whole! ſaid Miſs 
Lloyd ; and excepting that ſhe was rather 
in a paſſion, I do not think Miſs Beauchamp 


| was at all to blame. And who was it, 


enquired Mrs. Steward, that dared to take 
a letter not deſigned for them? It was 
Miſs Grumpton — it from me, ſaid 
Martha, but many of the ladies have had 
it fince; and Mits Sneak began to read it. 
Then Miſs Grumpton and Miſs Sneak, re- 
plied Mrs. Steward, ſhall be ſeverely pu- 
niſbed. No perſon diſlikes the neceſſity of 
inflicting puniſhment more than 1 do, gl. 


few People, believe, do it ſeldomer; 
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83 ANECDOTES V | 
but ſuch diſbonorable actions, fuch meenne/s, ] 
will. not, I cannot ſuffer. Miſs Fangh 


too, I myſelf ſaw engaged; and all thoſe 


who helped to confine Miſs Beauchamp,” l 

ſhall look upon as parties concerned: they 
ſhall therefore not wholly eſcape, but the 
correction of the two moſt guilty, ſhall 
be the moſt ſevere. She then ordered 
Miſs Sneak to return the letter, which 
was moſt ſadly tumbled and torn. Then 
turning to Miſs Beauchamp, My dear, ſaid 
ſhe, I am ſorry for the very unciiil treat- 


ment you have met with; at the ſame 


time, I cannot but ren ſurpriſe 
at ſeeing you in fo great a pathon'; nor 


ſhould I have expected ſuch behaviour 


from you. That you ſhould” be angry 
with thoſe young ladies (though indeed 
they deſerve not the name of ladies) who 
took, and kept your letter, F am not at 
all: ſurpriſed : nay, not to feel diſpleaſed 


at ſuch treatment, would be quite im- 


poſſible: but Mil, my dear, though of- 
fended, we are not to ſuffer our paſſions 
to tranſport us beyond all bounds, and 
permit ourſelves to kick and bite like 
dogs, who have no underſtanding of 


reaſon to. guide them: N ſo doing, we 


©? 
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make ourſelves partakers of the crimes 
of thoſe who offend us, and become 
guilty, like them, of a real fin, Let me 
therefore beg of you to be more upon 
your guard for the future, and never again, 
upon any occaſion, ſuffer yourſelf to be ſq 
tranſported by rage. 

Martha continued crying, and nd 
Mrs. Steuard, that ſne would never be 
guilty of the ſame fault again; and I 
would not have minded it now, added 
ſhe, if it had been any thing elſe; but I 
could not bear to have my mamm# s letter 
taken away. As for ſaying you would 


not have minded: had it been any thing elſe 


they had taken from you, replied Mrs. 
Steward, is ridiculous ; ſince there would 


be no merit in ſubmitting to what gave 


you no uneaſineſs: and had had any thing 
elſe . equally vexed you, no doubt you 
would have been equally provoked. I he 

merit, therefore, of meekneſs conſiſts in + 
diſplaying itſelf when circumſtances di 
pleaſe and diftreſs us, and not in being 
compoſed when nothing contradids our 
inclinations. Endeavour, therefore, my 
dear, to be more collected for the future, 
and on no account permit your reſentment 
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to get the better of your reaſon: and 
though I deteſt that fretfulneſs of temper, 


which likes upon every little incident to 
be telling of tales, and enjoys the punith- 


ment of others; ſtill, when ſuch inſults 


as you have now receive are offered, I 
would much rather that the injured party 
ſhould inform me of it, and aſk my a- 
ſillance, than with their own hands, .feet, 
and teeth, attempt to avenge themſclves. 
Mrs. Steward here ſtopped, and turning 
to thoſe who had ungenerouſly aſſiſted in 
preventing Martha from recovering her 
letter, ordered them all to fit quite ſtill, 
till they had learned the taſks they were 
to repeat the. next morning, - and then 
immediately to go to-bed without their 
fuppers. She then took hold of Miſs 
Grumpton and Miſs Sneak's hand, and led 


them into her parlour, where they under- 


went the very fevere puniſhment which 

they ſo amply merited for their ungencrous 

and d:ifhonorable behaviour. 
Little Martha, whoſe gentle heart was 


appeaſed and ready to pardon all, the mo- 


ment fhe received back her letter, was 


much affliged at the thought of having 


been the occaſion of ſo many of her 


th 
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ſchool-fellows being puniſhed ; and if 
ſhe before cried through vexation, ſhe 
now. ſhed tears of compaſſion for their 
ſufferings. I cannot, ſaid ſhe, endure 
the thought that ſo many ſhould be made 
uncomfortable upon my account. I was 
very angry with them to be ſure, juſt 
now, when they would not let me have 
my letter; but now I have gotten it again, 
I do not like they ſhould ſuffer. Beſide, 
if the ladies diſliked me before, they will 
now quite hate me: I will therefore run 
to Mrs. Steward, and beg her to forgive 
them all. She was then haſtening out of 
the room, but Mrs. Right telling her to 
return, commended her for by good- 
nature, and then added, Mrs. ee, 
my dear, never puniſhes but when ſhe 


thinks it abſolutely neceſſary, and then 


no intreaties will prevail upon her to 
pardon: It will therefore be to no purpoſe 
tor you to go, as I am certain, your go- 
verneſs will not alter her reſolution. Nor 


indeed, in the preſent inſtance, would it 
be proper that ſhe ſhould; for though 


mercy is at all times a virtue, yet, there 
gre times when juftice is no leſs neceſſary; 
Vor. II. E 
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and to ſuffer ſuch crimes as the ladies 
have now been guilty of to go un- 
puniſhed, would be ſhewing a very wrong 
degree of lenity, and give encouragement 
to every ſpecies of diſhonor and mean- 


neſs: for the perſon who will be mean 


ſpirited enough to read a letter not de- 
ſigned for them to ſee, will not ſcruple to 
commit any action however ungenerous, 
if by it they can gratify their curiofity, 
or in any degree benefit themſelves. Be 
contented, therefore, my dear Miſs Beau- 


champ, to let them ſuffer the juſt rewards | 


of their naughtineſs; and, I doubt not, 
but they will acquit you of all blame on 
the occaſion, as they muſt be ſenſible that 
they are puniſhed for their own bad beha-- 
viour, and not merely on your account. 


Martha, therefore, finding ſhe could 


be of no ſervice to her ſchool-fellows, 


ſpent the reſt of the afternoon in talking 
to Miſs Candid, and learning her leſſon for 
the next morning. 

When the hour came for hn to go 
to-bed, ſhe went up ſtairs with no very. 
pleaſing proſpect in paſſing the night with 


Miſs Crumpton; but happily ſhe either 
Was, or 3 ed to be allee p, and Martha 


ſuppoſed to be in the ſhape of a large 
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took great care not to diſturb her ſlum- 
bers by either touching or ſpeaking to 


her. 
When they drofe the next day, Martha, 


unwilling to ſhew any reſentment for 


what had paſſed, kindly offered to aſſiſt 
her in dreſſing: to which ſhe received 
no other reply than, No, thank you, 
Miſs, I want none of your affiſtance. 
And no farther converſation paſſed be- 


tween them before they went into the 


ſchool. 

At noon Miſs Beauchamp much wiſhed 
to write to her mamma an account of all 
that had happened about her laſt letter 
but always more deſirous of complying 


with the requeſts of her friends than fol- 


lowing her own inclinations, inſtead cf 
either going to play, or write, what ſhe 
moſt withed, ſhe buſied herſelf with tran- 
ſcribing Ge of thoſe ſentences ſhe had 
learned fince ſhe: had been at ſchool, and 
which her papa ſent her word he ſhould 
be glad to ſee. Thoſe ſhe at that time 
wrote, were as follow: _ 

<< THE earth on which we live, is 
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turnip. That is, -nearly round, but not 
; Quite ſo ; being rather flatter at thoſe two 
parts which are called the poles than an 
exact globe will admit of. It is about 
twenty-four thouſand miles round it, or 
in circumference; and about eight thou- 
ſand miles through it, or i is called 
its diameter. 


„ Exactly one half of the n is 
North, and the other South; and the 
line on the globe in the middle, which 
divides it, is called the Equator, becauſe 


it divides it equally. 


Great Britain is an Iſland ſituated in 
the: North half of the globe: it is about 
ſix hundred and ſixty miles long, and 
three hundred miles wide, at the wideſt 
part of it. 7 

% Creat Britain is divided! into 22 Lind, 
Scotland, and Wales, Scotland is 3 half 
the Iſland, and is North of En land. 
Wales is 8 counties taken out of the 
Weſtern fide: of England, which contains 
forty counties beſide. _ 

« The names of the chief rivers in 
England are the Thames, the Severn, and 
the Humber. 
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„ The ſhape of Great Britain is tri- 
angular: the names of which angles are, 
to the Weſt, Lizard Point, to the Eaſt, 


Foreland, or Santhojch near Dover ;. and to 


the North, Stratchy- bead. 
England is bounded by the ieh 


Tweed an: \ Solway, and the mountains of 


| Chi viot, which divide it from Scotland; and 


the reſt is ſurrounded by the ocean. 

«« The Clergy of England conſiſts of 
two Archbiſhops, one of Canterbury, and 
the other of York; twenty-four Biſhops; 
twenty-ſix: Deans; fixty Archdeacons; 
five hundred and forty-four ' Prebends ; 
and above nine thouſand ſeven hundred 
Rectors, many of whom have the care 
of more than one church, andb eſide 
theſe a great number of Curatees. 

„The Archbiſhop ' of Canterbury 5 
firſt Peer of the realm, and takes Place 
of all, except the royal family. ö 

«The tiles of the Engl. 0 nobility are 
thoſe of Dukes, Marquiſes, Eayls, Vij- 
counts, and Barons. All the younger ſons! 
of Dukes and Marquiſes are Lords. Only 
the eldeſt ſon of an Earl has that title ; 
but his younger ſons, as alſo thoſe of 
Viſcounts, and a the ſons of Barons, 


-- 
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have no other title than that of Gentle- 
men. 

4 nannt, Knights, and E 7 puires, are 
called Gentlemen, or gentry, and make 
part of the commons. 

No one is allowed to ſtand with his 
hat on before the King of England, except 
De N Baron of Kinſale in Ireland,” 

By the time Martha had written the 
few foregoing ſentences, which ſhe ſo 
perfectly remembered as to need nothing 
to copy from but her own recollection, 
ſhe was interrupted by ſeveral of the 
young ladies, who begged ſhe would come 


and join with them at play. Martha was 


ſorry to quit the employment ſhe was 
engaged in; but as ſhe was fearful they 
might think her ill-natured if ſhe refuſed, 
ſhe inſtantly put by her writing, and at- 
tended them into the garden, where they 
were always allowed to ſpend an hour or 
two every day when the weather was fine. 


They had not been long out, before 


their re was much interrupted by 
the quarrelſome dif poſition of Miſs Grump- 


on; Who inſiſted upon it, that Miſs Beau- 
champ and her party, encroached too much 


upon herſelf and her friends, who were 


; 6 | „ „ jus 
C „„ „ aww oe Ac dd cog TR RS 


Ty CD 


BOARDING-SCHOOL 72 


in the garden firſt, and conſequently (ſhe 
inſiſted) ought to play in what part of it 
they pleaſed. And ſo you may, ſaid 
Martha, only give us leave to be ſame- 
where ; and, I am ſure, we do not wiſh 
to . diſturb, or come near you: chuſe, 
therefore, which fide you will have, and 
we will take the other. Indeed, replied 
Miſs Grumpton, I will not be pools. 
to you, Miſs, for what part I will go to; 
but I will play on both ſides the garden if 
I like it, without aſking you leave. With 
all my heart, ſaid Martha coolly, and 


then, without taking any further notice, 


ſhe and her companions again went to 
play. But Miſs Grumpton, vexed at being 
ſo diſregarded, ' was reſolved, by ſome 
mean or other, to claim attention : ſhe, 
therefore, moſt rudely intruded herſelf 
into Miſs Beauchamp's party, interrupting 
every game they begun, by mocking, and, 
in a taunting tone of voice, repeating 
every word they ſaid: particularly ſhe 
{trove to provoke Miſs Beauchamp, that 
ſhe might have an opportunity of com- 


plaining of her to Miſs Starch or her 


governeſs, and have the deſpicable pleaſure 
of ſeeing her puniſhed, which ſhe thought 
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:would be a good revenge for the ſufferings 


*ſhe herſelf underwent on account of the 


letter. | 
But all her malicious attempts were to 
no purpoſe, Martha, though ſhe had been 
provoked beyond what was right, when 
ſhe ſaw her mamma's letter taken from 
Her, and dreaded what the conſequences 
of its 'being ſeen would be, .was yet of 
too ſweet a temper to be eafily ruffled in 
matters of leſs importance. Inſtead, 
therefore, of growing angry, or making 
any rude retort; as Miſs Grumpton wiſhed ; 
ſhe, with a ſmile of good-humour, ſaid, 


I do think Miſs Grumpton puniſhes Lerſelf 


more than ſhe can vs; for ſhe has left her 


own party to make herſelf quite ridicu- 


lous, by repeating like a parrot every 
word the hears others ſay; and I am ſure 
the grimaces ſhe puts herſelf into looks 


ſo droll, that it is, impoſſible to keep 
from laughing at her; I think therefore, 


we are much obliged to her for the en- 
tertainment which the affords us. Why 
indeed, faid Miſs Long, I do not think 


the is worthy of our reſentment, or even 


of our notice; ſo whatever the ſays, let 


us diſregard, and give her no anſwer. 
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That may be a fit puniſhment for her 
rudeneſs, ſaid Miſs Candid, but yet I muſt 


confeſs it is very diſagreeable to have a 


magpie chattering in our ears, and inter- 
rupting every thing we ſay or do: ſo do 


go, there is a good girl, ſaid ſhe,” turning 
to Miſs Grumptcn. I will ſooner die than 
leave off plaguing you, replied ſhe ! I war- 


rant you I will make you think me wor- 


thy of notice, for you ſhall not all treat 


me as if I was only a parrot or a magie; 
I will not put up with it, that I will not, 


not even from you Mits Beauchamp, and 


at the ſame time gave her a pinch on the 


cheek, | 


Martha, very far from returning it, only 


ſtepped ſuddenly back; unfortunatly her 
foot went into a hole which had juſt been 
dug in the border, and finding herſelf 
falling, ſhe caught hold of Miſs Grump- 


ton's arm; who not being ſtrong enough © 
to ſave her, fell down at the fame time. 


Not being at all hurt, ſhe ſecretly rejoiced 
at the accident, as it afforded her, ſhe 
thought, a juſt ground of complaint 
againſt poor, Martha, Inſtead therefore 
of waiting one moment to enquire whe- 


ther ſhe was hurt, though herſelf had 
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been the occaſion of her fall, ſhe ran in 
doors, to ſhew her dirty frock to Miſs 
Starch, and tell her that Miſs Beauchamp 


had pulled her down on purpoſe ; be- 


cauſe ſhe did not like to let her play 


with her party. 


Miſs Starch, upon hearing this repre- 


ſentation, inſtantly ſent for Martha, who, | 
with the confidence that conſcious inno- 


cence ever affords, directly obeyed the 


ſummon, though ſhe liked not the 


thought of appearing before Miſs Starch, 


not doubting but Miſs Grumpton had pre- 


judiced her againſt her; the truth of 
which ſuſpicion ſhe was well convinced 
of the moment ſhe entered the room. 
Miſs Starch, who was ſtanding, advanced 


toward her, and ſnatching hold of her | 


before ſhe had time to finiſh her curtſy, 


gave her ſuch a ſudden pull, as very near 
dragged her upon her face: then, in an 
angry tone, Miſs Beauchamp, ſaid ſhe, 


What is the reaſon of this behaviour: 
You are always quarrelling, and getting 


into ſome miſchief. Indeed, Madam, ſaid 


Martha, I was not quarrelling, I did not 


do it on purpoſe, and if Miſs Grumpton is 
hurt Hold vour tongue, replied Miſs 


22 2 
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Starch, giving her a flap on the ſhoulder, 


I will not hear a word more; you are a 
very naughty girl, and deſerve to be 
well whipped. Pray, Madam, interrupted 
Martha, let me tell you bow it was. I 
will not hear a yllable upon the ſubject, 
replied Miſs Starch, I can tell you, that 
you are a very rude, naughty little hing, 
and ought to be whipped for dirting your- 
ſelf ſo: ſee here is a frock! what a con- 
dition it is in! did you ever behold any 
thing like it in your life! I could not 
help it, Madam, replied Martha; but Miſs 
Starch again inſiſted upon her being fitent, 
telling her ſhe was always behaving more 
like a rude bear than a young lady; but, 
continued ſhe, you ſhall not go to play 
any more, I aſſure you; but ſhall fit ſtill 
and learn a taſk. She then gave her the 
following piece, declaring that ſhe ſhould 
have no dinner till ſne en ſay it 
perfect. 

The ſurface of the earth is "contpoſed 
of two parts, Land and Water. That part 
which 1s land 1s called as follows : | 

„A Continent is a large ſpace of dry 


land, of Countries, Kingdoms, and States, 
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all joined, without being ſeparated by 
ſea; it is alſo called the  Main-land, as 
Europe, and Afia. 

« An Iſland is a ſpace of land . 
rounded by water, ſuch as Great n 
Jrelid, Sicily. 

« A Peninſula is almoſt an iſland, ex- 
cept one narrow neck of land, which 
Joins. it to the continent, fach as' the 
Morea, which joins to Greece; and Africa 
is a ange peninſula joining to Aſia. 

2 "Al 1/Þhmus is that narrow neck of 
land which joins the peninſula to the 
con*inent, as the Iſthmus of Darren, or 
Panama, which joins Nerth and South 
America, and the Iſthmus of SEL that 
Joins Africa W916 T7 5 
A Promontory is a high point of land 

extending a conſiderable way into: the 
ſea, the extremity of which is called a 
Cape, or Headland, as the Cape 4 God 
Hope in Africa. 

A Mountain is a riſing part of dry 
land; if ſmall in extent, or height, it is 
then called a Hill; the low ground at 
the bottom of a hill, or between two, is 
called a Yale. | 


» 
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6 A Coaſt, or Shore, is all that land 
which borders upon the ſea, whether it 1s 
in iſlands or continents.” 
Martha, who was always exccedingly 


attentive to whatever employment ſhe 


was about, though ſhe could not help 


being rather vexed at being ſo unjuſtly con- 


fined, till wiſely conſidering it would 


anſwer no good purpoſe to fret, or cry 


about what ſhe could not remedy, fat 
herſelf down very quietly, and before the 
dinner-bell rang, was perfect miſtreſs of 
the taſk Miſs Starch had given her; and 
ſo far was ſhe from being tired of learning, 
that after dinner, fearful leſt ſhe might 
again undeſignedly offend if ſhe engaged in 
play, and anxious to improve every mo- 
ment of time whilſt at ſchool, ſhe, with- 
out being deſired, learned the following 
paſſages, in continuation of what Miſs 
mn" ch had ſet her. 

A River is a ſtream of water iſſu- 
ing out of one or more fprings, or foun- 
tains: the place Where it runs into 
another river is called the mflux, or con- 


Auence. All rivers empty themſelves into 


ſome ſea, and their union is called the 
mauth of the river. 
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« The Sea is a large quantity of falt 
water, ſurrounded by land on all parts 
excepting one; where a narrow paſſage 
(called a ſtraight, ) Joins it to ſome other 
ſea or ocean. 

« An Ocean is a vaſt colletion.; or 
extent of water undivided by any main 
land: ſuch as the Atantich, or Weſtern 
ocean, between Europe and America.” 


In maps the ſea is generally left a clear 


ſpace, except where there are rocks, 
ſands, creeks, ſhelves, currents of water, 
or wind deſcribed. The land is diſtin- 
guiſhed from the ſea by little ſhort ſtrokes 
to repreſent the ſhores or coaſts. 

A Late is a collection of deep ſtand- 
ing water, entirely ſurrounded with land, 
without any vifible and open communi- 
cation with the ſea. 

A Gulph is an arm of the ſea that 
runs into the land, with a narrow en- 
trance. If this entrance is large, it is 
called a Bay. If the Gulph is very large, 
it is rather called an inland ſea. 


« A Straigbt is a pafſage between two 
ſhores, from one ſea to another. If the 
ſtraight is very broad it is called a chan- 


nt, as that between England and France. 
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A Continent is a large tract of land, 
as is an ocean of water. An iſland is land 
encompaſſed with water; and a lake is 
water encompaſſed with land. 

A Peninſula is the ſame with regard 
to the land, as a gulf or Und fea is to 
the water. 

A Promontory or Cape at land, 1s like | 
a creek or a bay at ſea. 

« An Iſthmus, which joins two lands, is 
like a ſfraight which joins two feas, only 
the one is land and the other water.” 

By the time Miſs Beauchamp had learn- 
ed thus much, ſhe was ſummoned to 
ſchool, where ſhe acquitted herſelf as ſhe 
always did, to the great fatisfation of 
her inſtructors. After ſchool was over 
ſhe begged the favor of Mrs. Steward to 
hear her repeat what ſhe had learned by 
heart during the play-time, fince ſchool 
had finiſhed in the morning. Mrs. Steward 
very readily complied with her requeſt, 
and commended her much for her in- 
duſtry. She then gave her the following 
little ſhort inſtructive paſſages to learn 


when ſhe pleaſed, telling her at the ſame 


time, that though ſhe was rejoiced to ſee 
her make the great improvements which 
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ſhe daily did, yet would ſhe upon no ac- 
count have her omit to ſpend ſome part 
of her time in play, as exerciſe and 
amuſement were abſolutely neceſlary to 


preſerve every body, particularly young 
people, in health and ſpirits. without 


which bleſſings, added ſhe, it is impoſ- 


fible to make proficiency in any thing. 
Beſide your French, your grammar, and 
your ſpelling, which you have daily to 
learn by heart, I do not deſire more than 
one of the paſſages that I am now giving 
you, to be ſaid perfectly every day; 

which though but a ſmall piece at a 

time, will ſoon greatly add to your ſtore 
of knowledge. Take then, my dear, this 
paper, and by to-morrow night 1 ſhall 
expect you to repeat one of the paſſages 
tO me. 

Martha then took it, * aſſured her, 
that her own endeavours ſhould not be 
wanting to render her every thing that 
either the or her parents could wiſh her 
to be. Ihen going to Miſs Candid, they 
looked it over together, and found that it 
contained as follows: 

« Ninus eſtabliſhed the Aſſyrian empire 
about 2cco years before Chrit, 
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«© Cyrus was founder of the ancient 

Perfian empire, he died 529 years before 
Cirift. Perſia is a kingdom of an a, and 
Ifpahan is its capital. 
Darius Codomanus was the laſt king 
of the ancient Per/ian empire: he was 
flain by Beſſus his own General, 3 30 years 
before Chr:/?. 


« Lacedenon, or Sparta, is now called 


Miſiſtra; it is a city of Greece in European 
Turkey, The ancient city was built 
above 1069 years before Chrif. 

„A hens, a famous city of ancient 
Greece, is now ſubject to the Turks. Its 
inhabitants uſed to be remarkably famous 
for excelling in eloquence, the arts, and 
politeneſs of manners. Soli was its re- 
nowned law-giver, as Licurgus was a 
Sparta, and Minos of Crete. 

«& [acedemin, Athens, 0 Cormeh, are 
all in Greece, OT 

«© Alexander the Great, was king and 
founder of the Macedonian empire, (now a 
province of European Turkey) he died in 
the thirty-ſecond year of his age, 323 
years before the birth of Cbriſt. 


You. . F 


Pe y "MEE 
W Fouls 


- 
rs 


mo 4+ 


n 5 
ele vas OL nie 


\ \ N a | y RF n —_ 
BBB CS IE obs OO 


ds Rs 


32 "ANECDOTES of '@ 


©. Rome, the capital of Itahy, was 


founded by Romulus its firſt king 753 
years before Chrif?; he was ſuocteded by 
Numa Pompilius. 


Caius Julius Ceſar, a famous Amin 
General, was aſſaſſinated in the fifty- 
fixth year of his age, 43 years before 
Ct. Pompey the Great was his re- 


nowned rival. He was murdered - 48 


years before Chri/z. 


Marz Antbony was likewiſe : a re- 
nowned Roman General and Triumvir; 


he died thirty years before Cbriſi. A 


Triumrir is a man who is joined with 


two others in any poſt or employment. 


Marcus Tullius Cicero was a cele- 
brated Roman Orator, who was murdered 
in the fixty-third year of his age, by 


order of Mark Authony, againſt whom he 


had made feveral ſevere orations. 

% Pharſalus is a town of T heſſcly, i be 
plains of which the famous battle was 
fought between Julius Ceſar and Pompey, 
which therefore was called the battle of 
Pharſalia. 

Pyrrhus was King of ns a pro- 
vince 5 European 7; urkey; he was a 
mighty hero and a great politician, and 
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was killed by a tile which: a, woman 
threw at his head whilſt he was fighting 
with her: ſon, 272 years before: N hriſt. 
Eroſtratus burnt a magnificent tem. 
ohbriodbig: was dedicated tothe i goddeſs 
Diana, for the ſake. of making himſelf 
remarkable, and that his fame might be 
recorded after his d eat J 
2 Zareafier : was head, or chief, of che 
Magi: in Per ſiall h 217 volts e 19916 
ILY Atuthets: was:a deep cave, into, which 
it is ſaid all. the unpromiſing children of 
Sparta were thrown down to periſh, as 
unworthy the expence it would require 
to rear thein- a7 28 Nin @ Wi TAY WR 5 
1:4 Hugo was the firſt cardinall: he made 
the firſt concordance; and was the firſt 
who divided the ſcriptures into chapters. 
In the twelfth century the Mal lenſes, 
and Alligenſes began to be very famous 
for their; defence of the Proteſtant; re- 
ligiong and being diſperſed! in various 
places, were diſtinguiſhed by various ap>. 
pellations. Their firſt and moſt proper 
name appears to have been Fallenſes, he- 
cauſe they abode in the valley of (fears, 
Aloding“ ss their fityation in the / "athes If 
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Nader, into which, from the neigh- 
bouring hills, the ſnow runs trickling 
down, when melted by the ſun in the 
ſummer months. They were alſo called 
Albigenſes from Ally, a city in the ſouth- 
ern parts of France. 'They were after- 
ward called Valden ſes, or Waldenſes, from 
Peter Valdo, or Waldo, a rich citizen of 
Lyons, a. conſiderable leader of the ſect. 
After that they were called Leoniſes and 
Catbhari. They were likewiſe in Germany 
and England called Lollarde, from one 
Walter Lollard, who . againſt all 
Popery. 

* William Sauzre was the firſt-who was 
burnt for hereſy in England in the reign 
of Henry the fourth. Sir Jobn Oldcaftle 
was the firſt nebleman who ſuffered in 
E neland for the ſame cauſe. 

jr In the year 15 17, in the ſixteenth 
century, Lurber began publicly to preach 
againſt the Pope; which is uſually rec- 
koned the æra of the re formation; though 
preparation had been making oe it foils 
years before.” '- | 
Although Mrs. Steward: had told 
Martha that ſhe did not expect more 

than one of the foregoing ſentences to be 


defire to improve, that in Heſs. than 'a 
week ſhe could repeat them all perfect. 
without omitting a ſingle word. 
When Mrs. Seward heard her, ſhe was 
quite delighted with her love of learning. 
My dear, ſaid the, you cannot think what 
pleaſure it affords me, to find you ſo di- 


ligent in acquiring knowledge; and 1 
doubt not, but in a ſhort time you will 


be able to underſtand, and find great im- 
-provement, in reading. the hiſtories: from 


which thoſe detached pieces were taken: 
and then, having imprinted on your me- 


mory the names of tome of the moſt re- 


markable characters you will meet with; 


their. various: exploits will make deeper 
impreſſion on your mind, and you will, 
with greater eaſe be able to recollect the 
particulars of the hiſtories. Juſt as Mrs. 

Steward had ſaid this, ſhe was interrupted 


by Miſs Polly II bite, who coming to her 


with Gay's fables in her hand, begged the 
favor of her to explain what thoſe words 
„ The: Father and Fapiter” meant; and 
then beginning with, The man to fore 
his ſuit prefer d.“ Now, pray Madam, 
continued ſhe, what does Jupiter and 
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learned in a day, yet, ſo great was her 


I 
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Joe mean? ſor I cannot underſtand it, 
And indeed, my dear, replied Mrs. Steu- 
ard; I ſcarcely know how to explain it, 
ſo as to make you comprehend me. But 

I ſuppoſe you already know, that fome 


nations (indeed at one time, all the nations 


of the earth except the Jews) were idolatets; 
and: inſtead of worſhipping the One true 
God, paid their adoration to Images which 
their own hands had made. Thus; in 
the Bible you read, that Aſvroreth was 


Goddeſs of the Zidonians ; Chemoſb the 


God of the Maabites; Milcolm tlie God of 


the children of Ammon; Baalxebul the God 
of Etron; Dagon the God of the Philiſi nes; 
and Molecb, Mebuſbtan, Bell, and many 
others you there read of were called Gods. 
When once mankind forſake the worſhip 
of the living God, there is no ſaying 
into what abſurdities they may not fall; 
and from ſuppoſing it neceſſary to have a 
God for every nation, by degrees they 
began to think there muſt be a deity to 
preſide, not only over every place, but alſo 


over each of the elements; and even the 
ations and paſſims of men were ſuppoſed 


to have a particular divinity to direct 
them. Hence aroſe thoſe innumerable 


SES. 


x4 %E 2 * ”_ %YF Ws APs 4 * 8 


BOARDING-SCHOOL, 87 


Gods and Goddeſſes whoſe names you 
often meet with in poetry. Now, indeed, 
the belief in them is happily exploded} 
and they are only mentioned as fictitious 
beings to repreſent either the paſſions of 
men, or to add grace to a poem, as in 
the one which you have now before you. 
Fupiter, or Jove, (who was reckoned the 
chief or father of all the other Gods) is 
repreſented as granting the petitions -of - 
men; and at the ſame. time the fable 
ſhews us, the folly, as well as fin of 
e's out by what particular mean 

we: chuſe to be bleſſed, inſtead of leaving 
it to Supreme Wiſdom to do that with us 
which he thinks beſt. Plutus was rec- 
koned the God of r:ches; and in the fable 
of the Miſer and Plutus, you ſeè he is 
introduced by the poet as cenſuring thoſe 
who make a bad uſe of his gifts. The 
moral of which is, that thoſe crimes 


people commit by mean of their wealth, 


are entirely owing to themſelves, and not 
the fault of their riches, ſince they might 
have been made the inſtruments of bleſ- 
ſing numbers of their fellow creatures, 

and by thoſe means proved the moſt de- 
lightful comfort to their poſſeſſors. Mars 
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was the God of war. In poetry or fable, 
therefore, very frequently inſtead of wiſh- 
ing a. perſon plainly ſucceſs in battle, 
they are recommended to the protection 
of Mars. And Minerva, who was the 
ſuppoſed Goddeſs of wi/dom and learning. 
is often invoked by the poets to inſpire 
either themſelves or others with thoſe 
perfections: and thus all of them upon 
different occaſions you will frequently 
find mentioned. 1: will therefore give 
you a liſt of their names, and over what 
they were thought to preſide; that you 
may be the better able to underſtand 
what you read, when at any time you 
find them mentioned. 
_ Miſs M bite thanked her for the offer; 
and Martha begged that ſhe likewiſe 
might be allowed to learn their names. 
Mrs. Steward then gave the following 
liſt to Miſs V bite, defiring her to give it 
to Miſs Beauchamp as ſoon as ſhe had done 
with it; which ſhe promiſing to do, 


made a curtſey, and went _—_ 
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NAMES. of de HEATHEN 


DEITIES. 


5s 


JuriTER,. or Jove, the chief, or God 


* 


Neptune, God of the . 
Pluto, of hell. ä 


Vulcan, of fire. 


Apollo, of wiſdom and muſic. 
Mercury, of eloquence. ' 
Mars, of war. 

Bacchus, of wine. 

Cupid, of love. 

/Eolus, of the wind. 

Saturn, of time. 

Caftor and Pollux, of mariner 8. 
Pan, of countrymen. | 
Plutus, of riches. 


Hymen, of marriage. 


Aſculapius, of phyſic. 


Sylvanus, of the woods. 
3 of the groves. 


Tithons, of the morning. 


Palamas and Glaucus, of ſwimmers, 
Silenus, of drunkards, 


whom all the others were obliged? to 
obey. | f 
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Joo, the chief, wi to Jupiter. 
Minerva, or Pallas, of gi. and arms, 
Venus, of love. „ 
Peer pine, Goddeſs of hell. 

Veſta, ot ave; © -* 3 

Diana, of hunting. 

Ceres, of corn, | 1 
Aurora, of the morning. 

T hetris, of the fea. 

Bellona, of war. 

bf juſtice, *£ 7 4 
Hehe, of youth. | 13 2 
Nemeſis, of revenge. Y 
Suadella, of eloquence. 

The Naiades, N of 0 fonn- 


tains. 


The Hanedryades, Nymphs ol the 


woods. 


Beſides theſe - Goddeſſes, there were 
three ſuppoſed beings called the Graces. 
Aslaia, who preſided over beauty; Tho, 
over youth; and Eupbroſyne, over cheer- 
fulneſs. There were likewiſe nine Muſes, 
called The Nine, who were ſuppoſed to 
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hters of Jupiter and the Gad- + 
deſs Ae or Lenury: Their names 


a 7) 
Calliope, obo preldes over rhetoric, 3 and 
epic' poetry. 555 
Qlio, over hiſtory. 
Eralo, over love W 
 Thaka, over epigrammatics, or comedy. 
Meclpomene, over elegies. 
 Terp/icbo:e, over dramatics. 
-Emterpe, over mimicry. 
Pohlymnia, over Panegyriſls. 
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1 Uramaz'over myſtical, or divine 1 
They were feigned to inhabit Parnaſſus, 


Haus and Pinus. 


Two fountains be- 
longing to them, were called Hippocrene 


and Caſdalia. 


was ſaid to ſpring::out? of inount Helicun, 


upon its being kicked: by Pegaſus, which 


was a horſe repreſented by the poets: to 
have wings. Beſides the Graces and 
Muſes, there were alſo three Funes: 
Aledlo, Megera, and Tiſiphane. 

- When: Miſs Ml ite had looked over the 
paper given her by her governeſs, finding 
herſelf at that time much leſs inclinable 
to fit down. to ſtudy than to go to play, 
ſhe gave it to. Miſs Beauchamp, telling her 


The fountain of Hippocrene 


RE 
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{as ſhe was not then going to make any 
uſe of it), ſhe might, if ſhe choſe; learn 
it firſt. Martha thanked her for the offer, 
and directly began to read it; and being 
bleſſed with an exceeding good memory, 
ſhe was not long before ſhe could repeat 
the different names and provinces of all the 
imaginary beings; which the next day 
ſhe did to Mrs: Steward; and then en- 
quired of her, if ſhe thought it poſſible 


for reaſonable creatures ever to give credit 


to all that abominable e e J will 
not, replied Mrs. Steward, pretend to 


ay that what you have now been learn- 


ing about Pegaſus and Helicon were ever 
really believed by any one, for the Graces, 


the Furies, and the Nine were beings 


purely of the Poets imagination. 
But that liſt of gods and goddeſſes 
which you have been reading, were: moit, 
if not all of them, ſuppoſed to be deities 
worthy of receiving divine honors and 
worſhip, and this too by a people Who 
boaſted much of their learning and know- 
ledge, fancying themſelves ſuperior to 
all other nations of the world; and in- 
deed, comparatively ſpeaking, the Greeks 
far ſurpaſſed 1 moſt of the heathen nations. 


called to a much ſtricter reckoning, than 
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But, unenlightened by divine revelations 


you ſee into what errors and abſurdities 


the wiſeſt of mankind are liable to fall: 
how thankful therefore, my dear girl, 
ſhould ue be who are bleſſed with the 
word of God to guide us into the truth, 
nor left to our own weak reaſons, to farm 
whatever abſurd notions our imaginations 


might lead us to. Gratefully therefore, 


my dear Miſs Beauchamp, let us improve 
this moſt ineſtimable bleſſing, by ſpend- 
ing our lives agreeable to the dictates 
there taught us; for we may aſſure our- 
ſelves, unleſs we are more bel, it will be 
to little purpoſe that our. faith is purer 
than was the heathens; fince God will 
certainly judge all mankind according to 
the reſpective advantages they each enjoy; 
and thoſe who now their Lord's will, 
and do it not, will moſt undoubtedly be 
beaten with far more, and heavier ſtripes, 
than thoſe who know it not, and therefore 
commit things worthy of ſtripes, For 


to whomſoever much is given, of them 


will much be required. We therefore 
who enjoy the glorious light of the 
goſpel, may be very certain, we ſhall be 
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© thoſe mai the world who: e not 
been ſo highly bleſſed + Te 
Little Martha liſtened with 980 at- 
tention: to Mrs. Steward, and could not 
help being very ſorry that ſhe was ſo ſoon 
interrupted; which ſhe was, by a lcar- 
riage ſtopping at the gate, out of Which 
ö alighted a lady and two little girls. As 
hi they walked : up, the court- yard, Mrs. 
1 Steward deſired Martha to retitt᷑ to che reſt 
8 of her ſchbolsfellows../- She inſtantly com- 
Y plied, and found them all crowding round 
the windws of the ſchoohroom to ſee 
9 who! it- was, that was entering. O 
fi os half a dozen vajces at once, 
{ here are ſome new ſcholars come l/ lam 
5 there are! And one ufgthem is cry- 
ing like a orocodile already“ Poor thing! 
replied Martha, the may wel} ery if the 
is come to ſchoblʒ. = How I pity ber! 
Bleſs: mel. Miſes Beaualump, ſaid Miſs 
Fa gl, I do thin you are one of the moſt 
ee girls that ever came into a 
houſe: yau will neither be happy yours 
ſelf prog pos others be ſo; with your Ab- 
, and muning, „Tiabver fw any thing 
like ydu zin my life, I will be Haused if 
1 did: I wiſh with all my beart _ had 
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never come into the ſchool! I with fo 
too, replied Martha, as ſincerely as you 
can; for whether you have or not I cannot 
tell; but I promiſe you, I have never 
been happy ſince I firſt came; nor do 1 
ever expedt to be ſo till ] leave it again. 
Very well, Mils Beauchamp, very welll, I 
aſſure you my governels thall be eee, 
of what you ſay, replied Miſs Fangly. 
And pray what have I ſaid? demanded 
Martha in a firm tone of voice, which 
conſcious innocence inſpired ; What have 
I faid, that with all your delight of mak- 
ing miſchief you can poſſibly tell to my 
diſadvantage ? I have ſaid nothing but 
what I dare again repeat, that I do; not 
think I ſhall ever be happy whilſt J con- 
tinue at ſchool ; and you may tell that to 
my governeſs and all the world, if you 
pleaſe; for I do not care who knows it. 
Jam ſure you can none of you, tell any 
one thing of me that I am afraid of having 
known; for ſince I came I have done 
nothing out of my governeſs's ſig ht that 
1 mould not have done if ſhe had Late by 
me; ſo you may tell what tales you pleaſe 
of me; as long as you only ſpeak the 
truth, 1 do not care what you ſay; and it 
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you tell fibs, your crime will be greater 


than mine. Mighty fine, Mils Beauchamp], 


teplied Miſs Fangly; whilſt half a dozen 
of the otkers joined in the accuſation, [ 
do think you have the moſt pride of any 
of the ladies in the ſchool; but I would 
have you to know, Miſs, that we ſhould 
as much ſcorn to tell lies as you would, 
10 pray do not give yourſelf ſuch arrs, and 
think of calling us all lars, but learn a 
little more civility to your betters. I called 
none of you liars, ſaid Martha, though 
without telling one myſelf, I might have 
ſaid many of you were; but I ſaid, / you 
ſpoke the truth, I had no reaſon to fear 
any tales you could tell of me; for I have 
neither ſaid or done any thing I am 
aſhamed of, and that you all very well 
know. 

Juſt as ſhe was finiſhing theſe words, 
Miſs Starch entered, and hearing her ſpeak 
with a voice of earneſtneſs, immediately 


exclaimed, What! Miis Beauchamp en- 


gaged in more quarrels! I never faw ſuch 
a child in my life ! you are always mak- 
ing ſome diſturbance ! I declare you de- 
ſerve to be whipped, and in my opinion, 
Mrs. Steward is to blame not to do it. 
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Martha, vexed at being ſo undeſervedly 
adjudged ſo ſevere and ignominious -a 
puniſhment, burſt into tears ; at the ſame 
time enquiring of Miſs Starch, What crime 
ſhe had been guilty of that could poſſibly 
make her think ſhe ought to be whip- 
ped? What! replied Miſs Starch, why 
you are always in miſchief. Did not you 
get into a quarrel with the ladies about 
your mamma's letter? Did not you 
throw down Miſs Grumpten in the garden 
and tear her frock, and dirt your own? 
In ſhort, you are always, I think, doing 


ſomething or another that you ought not. 


Martha was going to vindicate herſelf, 
but Miſs Starch ſtamping her foot, com- 
manded her to keep filence, faying, the 


would not hear a word that ſhe had to ſay 


for herſelf. 


Martha finding it would be to no pur- 


pote to make any further attempts to 


ſpeak, walked away, comforting herſelf 


in her own innocence of heart. It is very 


provoking, ſaid ſhe to herfelf, to be fo 


unjuſtly condemned; but I do not care; I. 
will not mind it, for: Jam ſure ] do not 
deſerve it ; and God who knows every 
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thing, knows I have not been naughty. 
Miſs Starch and the ladies may therefore 
{ay as they will; I will not make myſelf 
uneaſy about it. She then took up her 
book, and was going to learn her taſk, 
when Mrs. Steward ſent for her into the 
parlour. She inſtantly obeyed the ſum- 
mon, and found the lady and two little 
girls ſhe had before ſeen walk wp the 
court-yard. _ 

Upon her entering the room, Mrs. 
Steward took hold of her hand, and after 
turning her to pay her proper reſpects to 
the lady, led her to the little girls, ſaying 
at the ſame. time, Miſs Beauchamp, here 
are two young ladies who I am ſure you 
will be happy to do every thing in your 
power to divert as much as poſſible : you 
will pity their preſent ſuffering, and gladly 
contribute all you can to relieve them. 
Then addreſſing herſelf to her two new 
ſcholars, ſhe went on, and you, my dears, 
I am ſure will find Miſs Beauchamp a 
moſt agreeable companion: | ſhe is one of 
the beſt little girls I ever met with, and 
I am ſure will try to make you happy: go 
with her, my dears, and t.ke a little walk 
in the garden; you cannot think what a 


ſobs, Indeed, Madam, I cannot help 
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number of pretty flowers there are : ſhould 
not you like to look at them? It was to 


no purpoſe Mrs. Steward either repreſen's 


ed the goodneſs of Miſs Beauchamp, or the 


beauty of the garden- the little girls choſe 


to ſtand cloſe to their mamma, holding 
her hands, and crying bitterly. 

Poor Martha, whoſe heart was always 
panting after her own mamma, was deep- 
ly affected, and unable to ſupport” fo 
tender a ſcene, ſhe joined the party, and 


burſt into tears. 


Mrs, Steward not knowing the cauſe of 
her diſtreſs, enquired what was the mat- 


ter? To which Martha replied as well 


as ſhe could, often interrupted by her 
it: 
cannot bear to ſee theſe little girls part 
from their mamma. Amiable child ! faid 
the lady, claſping her in her arms, what 


ſweet ſenſibility of heart! How long Mrs. 
Steward, has this dear little creature been 


with you? 


Juſt as Mrs. Steward was 
to reply, the parlour door was 


going 
and Mrs. Beauchamp was an- 


opened, 
nounced. 
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It fir the: forgot her ſympathetic: ſuffer- i 
ings for her companions, and flew to her 


mother in an extacy, which. perhaps 


other little girls Who have been in the 
ſame ſituation, may he able to imagine, but 
Her] 1p 


— a 


woe it is os "likely the d have gone 
into fits. Mrs. Beauchamp was little leſs 
affected than her daughter, from whom 
ſhe had never before been ſeparated. In a 


little time, however, they both grew 
more compoſed, and Mrs. Beauchamp in- 


formed Mrs. Steward, that ſhe was come 
to fetch Martha home for a few days, to 
fee her grand- mamma, who was waiting 
with -impatience for their return: the 
therefore hoped Mrs. Steward: would ex- 
cuſe their haſty departure. And Martha, 


after taking leave of Mrs. Steward, and 
running to kiſs Miſs Candid, with un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure attended her mamma 


to the wauriage. 
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different Style from the Generality of Works deſigned for young 
People: being entirely diveſted of that prejudicial Nonſenſe (to 
Foung Minds) the Tales of Hobgobling, Witches, Fairies, Lowe, 
Gallantry, &c. with which ſuch little Pęgformances hetetoſpre 
abounded. A Deference to the Opinion of others will. not per- 
mit the Publiſhers to ſay more and they uuf, tn a 

require, that they ſhould 19 ons FL 


A's = 
— N 
® = [] * Co 
= 1 We 6 hn 
** 1 ep ond 
_— = l wot a — 1 _ 9 
4 A A = = = [Y 
\ 4 OI oO 1 
o * kg 
4 * & = - 2 
— 9 25 « 8 
A 1 
* 1 ba - 
S_— _ _— — 1 
- 9 + — 4 1 
N x ” 4 o pn — 
0 W _ b — p I 
= ®s = * = jou = 
: ROW 8 1 N 
I — 4 * 1 
— 5 — — * * * 8 an — — . By 
1 * 18 . * — 
K p Ta. LAST. 
5 „ * * : b 1 
8 2 A 1 C I 
4 SY. — F * 1 a 7% 1 y b 
4 = _ o * 0 = 
- " : . i \ 
bot @ = » Fil * Tz WED = 
_ — x p A 
. 1 8 1 -L 8 . bm - 1 — — E 
6 l EASY p = ln C - Tk =x TRI Rf 4 &> vv 
9 e rr 2 2 * — 1 o 
n. rr Ne 8 a 1 8 f 
NA 0 » Wm, CET TITRE! AEST, 7 
* = = - r n #; 
＋ 


